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as waiting to see if any other member had any | 
wnendment to offer. 5 ; 

, Mr SIMMONS said something, which was 
ot distinctly heard, in relation to anamendment | 
biel he wished to offer. ; ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN said this was certainly a. 

ery important bill, and it did not seem as yetto | 
hare claimed that attention which was well due 
wit. He intended himself to examine and con- 
sider the provisions of this bill with a great deal 
of care, and also to examine the amendments 
which had been made; and whilst he did not wish | 
to postpone action upon it atall, he presumed the 
Senate had gone as far to-day as it ought to go. | 
He hid not know whether the amendments adopt- | 
eq were of sufficient importance to justify the 

printing of the bill again. 

Mr. MERRICK interrupted the Senator from | 
Pennsylvania, to state that the bill, with the ex- | 
ception of the amendments which he had submit- | 
ted himself, was printed as amended by the com- 

tee. 

a BUCHANAN proposed, then, that the 
Senate should fix upon any day that the Senator 
(Mr. Merrick] might think |; 
proper; and that they should come here prepared || 
to act upon the bill at thattime. [It was here 
suggested that it pass over informally.] It would 
be better to fix upon a day, and it was of suffi- 
cient importance to be taken up as the main sub- 
ject for consideration on that day. 

Mr. MERRICK observed that the only diffi- |; 
culty which he had in agreeing with the honora- | 
ble Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Bucnanan] 
was in having it called up in time. He himself | 
hed agreat desire to examine it with care, and 
was gratified that the Senator from Pennsylvania 
had signified his intention of bestowing some care 
upon it. A bill which would meet the approba- 
tion of the public mind was what the committee 
had in view; and he believed the proposed reduc- 
tion in the postage, and the augmentation of the 
revenue which would follow, would have the de- 
sired effect. His difficulty in agreeing to the 
proposition of the honorable Senator was, that the 
bill had already been lying here some three or 
four weeks, awaiting the action of the Senate; 
and it was very uncertain at what time it might 
be called up. ‘The public were becoming anxious 
for the action of this body upon it; and while he 
was not disposed to have hasty action of the Sen- 
ate, he was anxious that it should be acted upon 
as soon as possible, with deliberation. He there- 
fore thought it would be better, if his honorable 
friend from Pennsylvania could agree with him, 
to let it remain as it was now; and it would come 
up next week in its order, and could then be 
acted upon. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had no wish, certainly, to 
delay this billa moment. Heconcurred entirely 
in the general objects which the Senator from 
Maryland had in view. He thought the rates of 
postage ought to be reduced to the lowest point, 
consistently with accruing a sufficient revenue to 
the Post Office Department. He thought the 
franking privilege ought to be regulated. It re- 
yt regulation more than anything else in the 
Post Office laws; and, while he concurred entirely 
in the general objects of the bill, he desired to 
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_ better to let it lie over till Wednesday. 


| fourth of the letters from Albany 


| ment, (and on the propriety of t 


| Constitutionally speaking, as well might individ- 
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not wish to interfere with anything of a more 
important nature. 

Mr. SIMMONS then moved to amend by 
striking out, in the first section, twelfth and thir- 


| seven cents upon all letters transmitted through 
| the mails. They had based their calculations 

upon that estimate, and upon the number of let- 
| ters transmitted by private mails, and felt assured 
| that the loss, and more than the loss, in the re- 
in place of it, **two hundred and fifty miles.’’ —_|| duction which they proposed, would be made up 

Mr. BUCHANAN suggested to the honorable | by the stoppage o thee private mails. The rate, 
Senator from Rhode Island, as that was a very || however, proposed by the Senator from Rhode 
important amendment, whether it would not be || Island, (Mr. Simmons,] would be too great a re- 
duction; the Department could not be sustained 

Mr. SIMMONS merely wished to offer the | by it. The object of the committee was to re- 
amendment now. He would not press the vote | duce the postage as low as they possibly could, 
upon it to-day. The chief burden of the bill de- | in order to gratify the public desire throughout 
pended on that provision. He would merely | the country; but, at the same time, not to sacri- 
state the reasons which induced him to make the | fice to that object the other and more important 
perce One of the objects of this bill, as | one of preserving a revenue for the Department 
1e understood the matter, was to put a stop to | fully adequate to the defrayment of all its proper 
the transmission of letters by private expresses | and just expenses. By the bill, as it stood, that 
and private hands, that were now carried in that | could be effected; but if the amendment proposed 
way. Any oneatall, if these letters were counted, | by the Senator from Rhode Island were adopted, 
would perceive that the object would not be at- | we should fall greatly short of obtaining a sufli- 
tained by the proposed rate of postage, which | cient revenue. His friend from Rhode Island 
was five cents. His opinion was, that not one | seemed to think that there would be a great in- 
to New York, | crease in the number of letters sent by mail if the 
Boston, and other large eastern cities, go by mail; | amendment which he had offered were adopted; 
and not one fourth would go by mail, unless they || but he hoped there would be a great inerease by 
were carried at a reasonable price. His view was || the bill as it stood, and that the public generally 
that the revenue of the Department would be | would be satisfied—that, in fact, they were satis- 
doubled by the reduction which he had proposed | fied, for the public had seen the bill, with the 
upon these routes. reductions proposed; and presuming they were 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had a single remark || so, instead of having the opposition of the pubtic 
to make in reply to one of the suggestions of the || sentiment, when it came to be a law, it would 
Senator from Rhode Island,[Mr.Simmons.] That | have the concurrence of the public sentiment. 
Senator had stated that, if the rate of postage were When the Senate came to consider this matter, 
not reduced, according to his proposed amend- || he felt assured it would concur with him in 
Me amendment in | opinion. 
itself, he should now express no opinion,) private Mr. WOODBURY observed, that he wished to 
expresses would continue to carry the greater | call the attention of the chairman toa single con- 
part of letters between the principal cities. He || sideration connected with franking by postmas- 
could not recognize the existence of such expresses || ters, which seemed to be overlooked. 
asan argument in favor of theamendment. They || The postmasters exceeded in number thirteen 
were plainly and palpably in violation of the Con- | thousand seven hundred, while the members of 
stitution of the United States. That instrument || Congress were less than three hundred. What 
granted to Congress the power, and, as a neces- || were the franks per head of each? He would 
sary consequence of this grant of power, imposed | probably find those by postmasters very few for 
upon them the duty, ‘to establish post offices | each officer. But, on another point, he hoped, 
and post roads.’” This was a sovereign power; || that before our next meeting the opinion of the 
and ifindividualscould establish private expresses | Postmaster General would be obtained on the 
or opposition lines to rival the public mails, we || whole bill. 
might as well at once surrender the important || Mr. MERRICK said the annual report of the 
powers of Government. This grant of power was || Postmaster General was against any change. 
exclusive in its nature, and neither States nor || Mr. WOODBURY said he understood that. 
individuals could impair or arrest its exercise. || But on a bill of this magnitude, reorganizing the 
whole revenues of one of the great establish- 
ments of the country, he thought it useful to have 
the views of the head of the Department on the 
details, as well as the general features of the 
measure. The position of the officer entitled him 
to consideration on the question, and, for one, he 
was not unwilling to see and canvass, and face 
his suggestions, even if unfavorable to former 
predilections. 

Mr. W. begged the chairman to consider, also, 
if the proposition made by the Senator from 
Rhode [sland prevailed, whether the tariff, or 
scale of postages, ought notto be on a still lower 
standard in some respects. 

It had been proposed, in some quarters, to have 
the postages only three or four cents under one 


uals establish a mint, and undertake to coin mo- | 
| ney, as to establish these private expresses. In 

| point of principle both were equally destitute of | 
| foundation. These private expresses must be put | 
| down; and if the present laws were not sufficiently | 
| severe for the purpose, new laws must be enacted. | 
It concerned both the interest and the honor of | 
the country, that Congress should not suffer the | 
exercise of its unquestionable constitutional pow- | 
ers to be a or defeated by the lawless ac- | 
tion of individuals. And well was it for the coun- | 
try that we did possess the power. What would | 
become of the mail facilities which the people now | 
enjoyed in the thinly settled portions of our coun- | 
try, if all the leading routes were rendered profit- | 





have an ae ace of ascertaining for himself 
whether these objects were likely to be accom- 
plished by its provisions. His friend from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Benton] desired to express his senti- 
ments on the subject of the tariff, on Monday 
next, and he had no other objection to pursuing 
the course indicated. His own opinion was, how- 
ever, thatif the Senator from Maryland would 
give notice that he would call up the bill on Tues- 
day, Wednesday, Thursday, or any other day 
next week, Senators would be more likely to turn 
their attention to the subject than if it were passed 
over informally, when nobody could tell when it 
would come up. 

Mr. MERRICK said that if it would suit his 
honorable friend, he should consent that the bill 
should be postponed until Wednesday next. He 
was quite willing to take that course, as he did 





this subject in committee; and he merely rose for | 


hundred miles, but five cents from one hundred 
to four hundred, and ten only above four hundred 
miles. Some had carefully computed that more 
revenue would be obtained by this than by the 
present bill. He hoped the chairman would give 
us the benefit of his views on it at the next meet- 
ing. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Rhode Island would not be 
pressed upon this occasion; and, indeed, that no 
further action might be had upon the bili at this 
time. It was a matter of very great importance, 
and he confessed that his opinion about it was 


less tothe Government by these private expresses? | 

Mr. MERRICK said that the amendment of- | 
fered by the Senator on his left, [Mr. Simmons, ] | 
had been correctly characterized by the Senator | 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bucnanan] as a very 
important amendment. His honorable friend | 
from Rhode Island and himself had differed upon | 


the purpose of asking the Senators present to 
| give their consideration to the subject deliber- 
| ately, before it came to be acted upon. The 
| committee recommend, and propose by this bill, 
| to reduce the rates of postage to five cents for all | 
distances not exceeding one hundred miles. By-|| very different from that entertained by the hon- 
reference to the report of the Postmaster Gen- || orable chairman, (Mr. Merricx.} He strongly 
eral, (Document No. 50,) it would be seen that, || believed that if thic bill became a law as it now 
according to the rates recommended by the com- || stood, its effects would be quite different from 
mittee, they atiached an average rate of about || what was expected. He should not at all be sur- 






















oe a 
ee es Pe ees 















































tet Aare ole 







Weacrepeigena on 








rc eS ser 






Ee i nn RT mien 
































434 


prised if it broke d 
in the United States. 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


own one half of the post offices | The SPEAKER replied that it was in conse- 
It would be perceived that || quence of a suspension of the rules. 


ee 





the compensation of postmasters (and in that re- ||) Mr. HAMLIN said, inasmuch as there seemed 
spect the bill made n@ change) was already very | to be a question as to the order of business, he 
low. There were a great many postmasters in | would, with leave of the House, withdraw his 


the country whose chief inducement to accept 
It was what || 


the office was the franking privilege. 
their compensation principally consisted in. 


The honorable Senator (Mr. Meraicx] said 
you will get a great deal into the mail which now 
goes by private express. There were no consid- 


motuon; and it was accordingly withdrawn. 


| now would be the motion to print fifteen thou- 


previous question had been demanded. 


erable establishments of this kind in the country 1 On seconding the demand for the previous 


except in Boston, Philadelphia, and perhaps a 
little westward; and the reduction of postage pro- | 
posed would affect a large proportion of the coun- 


irmative. 


try where no such means of conveyance existed. || reported—ayes 73, noes 26. 


He was very much afraid (although he confessed 


he had not examined the bill very thoroughly) | 


that, while the revenue would be increased on 


Not being a quorum, 


’ 


|| and upon this motion the yeas and nays were de- 


some great lines, upon a much larger number it || manded and ordered; and, being taken, resulted 


would be reduced. 

He merely threw out these remarks as matters 
for the consideration of the honorable chairman, 
and to suggest to the Senate whether there was 
not cause for very serious apprehension. He 
would like to know, in conclusion, whether this 
bill, in its present form, had received the sanction 
of the head of the Post Office Department. 

Mr. MERRICK said he could answer the last 
question of the honorable Senator. It had not 
received the sanction of the Postmaster General; 
and, in all probability, never would. He under- 
stood that that gentleman was opposed to any 
alteration in the present Post Office arrangements. 
This was a matter about which he knew very 


little. He did not look to that functionary for 
sanction. It was for the Senate to legislate and 


decide upon laws of this kind. 


Mr. M. then proceeded to answer the objec- | 


tions of the Senator from Maine [Mr. Evans] in 
regard to the effects of the proposed reduction; 
and supported his argument by reading estimates 
from the report of the Postmaster General of Jan- 
uary 18, 1844. 

Aftera few remarks in reply by Messrs. EVANS 
and SIMMONS, it was agreed to pass the matter 
over informally, with an understanding that Mr. 
Merrick would have the privilege of calling up 
the bill for final action on Wednesday next. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 22, 1844. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, by the unanimous consent 
of the House, presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania, on the subject of the 
tariff. 

The resolutions were referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, by general consent, in- 
troduced certain resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of Michigan; which were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUNT gave notice of his intention to in- 
troduce a bill. 

Mr. M. BROWN desired permission to offera 
resolution of inquiry; but the orders of the day 
being called for, 

Mr. B. moved a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER observed that the rules were 
already suspended, on motion of the gentleman 
from Maine, [Mr. Hamuuy,] yesterday, to enable 
him to offer a resolution. 

Mr. M. BROWN said he was under the im- 
pression that that suspension applied only to yes- 
terday. 

The SPEAKER said it applied to the consid- 
eration of the subject for which they were sus- 
pended. 

Mr. M. BROWN said he did not wish to be 
troublesome, but he desired information upon 
both sides of the question. 

Mr. HOPKINS said he believed the gentleman 
objected yesterday to the inquiry, and he sup- 
sed, therefore, he did not desire information. 

Mr. WELLER inquired what was the busi- 
ness first in order? 

The SPEAKER explained that it was the res- 
olution offered by the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. WELLER. Will the Speaker have the 
goodness to inform me how that resolution got 
precedence over mine ? 


—yeas 66, nays 75. 
| So acall of the House was refused. 
| The question recurring on seconding the de- 
| mand for the previous question, it was carried— 
ayes 73, noes 43. 


the main question, i. e., the adoption of the res- 


| nays 51; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, 

| James A. Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Boyd, Jacob Brinker- 
hoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, 

| Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, 
| Augustus A. Chapman, Chilton. Clinton,Cobb, Coles, Cross, 
Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, 
|| Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Eimer, Ficklin, Foster, French, 


, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Andrew Ken- 
| nedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lu- 
| cas, Lumpkin, Lyon, MeCauslin, Maclay, McClelland, 


| Owen, Parmenter, Payne. Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, 
| David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Robinson, Russell, 
Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, 
John T. 
Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sykes, Tay 


|; Yost—108. 


| man, Collamer, Cranston, Garrett Davis, Dellet, Dickey, 


| Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Ken- 

| nedy, Daniel P. King, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Mor- 

| ris, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Patterson, Elisha R. Potter, 

| Ramsey, Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, 

|; Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Withered, White, Winthrop, 
and William Wright—51. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, moved to suspend 


| the rules to enable him to offer the following reso- 
| lution: 


Resolved, That the following be added to the standing 
rules of the House : “ Immediately after the Speaker taking 
| the chair each morning, the Clerk shall proceed to call the 
| roll of the members of the House, and shall thereupon en- 
ter upon the Journal the names of the members who are 
| present, and also those who are absent.”’ 


Mr. DICKEY called for the yeas and nays on 





| and being taken, resulted—yeas 85, nays 86; as 
| follows: 


| YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Atkinson, Baker, Bar- 
| ringer, Benton, Bidlack, Blackwell, Bower, Milton Brown, 
William J. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Butfingion, Burke, 
| Burt, Reuben Chapman, Cobb, Coilamer, Cranston, Cross, 
| Cullom, Dana, Garrett Davis, Dickey, Elmer, French, 
| Grinnell, Haralson, Harper, Henley, Hopkins, Hudson, 
| Hughes, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, 

Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Perley B. 
| Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Daniel P. King, Labranche, 
|| Lucas, MeCauslen, McClelland, McConnell, Meclivaine, 





|| Flisha R. Potter, Pratt, Ramsey, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, 


Sinith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Andrew 
| Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Summers, Thomasson, 
|| Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Vance, Weller, Wentworth, 
| White, Woodward, William Wright, and Joseph A. Wright 
—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Edward J. Black, James A. 
| Black, Bowlin, Boyd.Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Aaron 
| V. Brown, Caldwell, Campbell, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Au- 
| gustus A, Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clingman, Clinton, 

Coles, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Deliet, 
| Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Ficklin, Foster, Byram Green, 
| Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Hays, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, 
| Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, 
| Jenks, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, 
!: Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lumpkin, Lyon, Maclay, McCler- 





The SPEAKER said the business in order | 
sand extra copies of the report of the Committee | 
of Ways and Means; and upon this motion the | 
pom fifty-nine votes were counted in the af- | 


Tellers were demanded, and appointed; who | 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moveda call of the House; | 


| ‘The main question was then ordered to be put. 
| Mr. RAMSEY called for the yeas and nays on | 


|| olution; which, being ordered, that question was | 
taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 108, | 


| Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Herrick, | 
|| Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, | 
| Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, | 


| McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Murphy, | 


Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, | 


|| lor, Thompson, 'Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, | 
|| Wheaton, Willams, Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, aud | 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Mil- 
|| ton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Clinch, Cling- | 


| Grinnell, Hardin, Harper, Hudson, Washington Hunt, | 


the question; which were accordingly ordered; | 


|| McKay, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Murphy, Nes, Peyton, | 


|| Reding, Ritter, Rogers, Sample. Senter, Simons, Albert | 


March 22 


| nand, McDowell, Marsh, Moseley, Newton, Owen, ‘ 
| 
| 








| menter, Patterson, Payne, Pettit, Eme Par. 

Relfe, Rhett, Robinson, Rockwell, Riusoclh ee? Purdy, 
| ders, Schenck, ThomasH. Seymour, John T. Smith te 
; as Smith, Stephens, Stetson, John Stewart, Sykes Tr Om. 
| Tilden, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, Wheaton, W 2, 
|} Winthrop, and Yost—86. ? Williams 


| 
So the rules were not suspended. 
OREGON TERRITORY. 


Mr. WENTWORTH called up the resolyy 
which he offered on the 18th instant, to inte 
thousand extra copies of the report of the Co = 
mittee on Territories, in relation to Oregon. nae 
he moved the previous question thereon. | 
| The previous question was sustained, and the 
|| resolution was agreed to. 
| 
| 


HOUSE FURNACES, 


|| Mr. PRATT’S resolution to place the furnaces 

under the Hall of the House of Representative, 
in charge of the Doorkeeper, and to empower 

| him to appoint a messenger to attend thereto, was 
taken up and agreed to. 


BANKING SYSTEM. 


Mr. M. BROWN moved a suspension of tp 
|| rules to offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury, at tip 
|| Same time, and in Connection with the information Called 

for by the resolution of this House, passed 2\st of Mare) 
1844, on the subject of banks, and losses of the Govern, 
ment occasioned by banks, also report how many banks 
were chartered annually during the period therein specified 
and the amount of capital of each—to wit, from 1316 \ 
1844, and by what Legislatures chartered ; and further 
specify how much has been lost to the Government through 
and by banks chartered by State Legislatures, and how 
much from the Bank of the United States chartered by 
Congress. 

He called for the yeas and nays on suspending 
the rules; and on being taken, they resulted—yeas 
74, nays 94. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
SLAVE REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, from the select commit- 
tee on the resolutions of the Legislatures of Vir. 
ginia and Alabama, on the proposed amendment 
of the Constitution, so as to prevent slave repre- 
sentation, which was suggested by resolutions 
from the Legislature of Massachusetts, made a 
|| report, accompanied by several resolutions, on 

which he called for the yeas and nays, and de- 
| manded the arene question. He said the 

committee had drawn a short report only because 
| their desire was to secure a vote of the House for 








or against the proposed amendment of the Con- 
stitution, so that the country might know whether 
the vote of this House would sanction the change, 
or tend to preserve the Constitution. There was 
nothing in it harsh or unkind to the Legislature 
o zoom of Massachusetts. 
he select committee report that the committee 
have maturely considered the proposition of the 
| General Assembly of Massachusetts, to amend 
the Constitution of the United States, by appor- 
tioning Representatives and direct taxes accord- 
ing to the whole number of free persons, exclud- 
ing Indians not taxed, and also the three fifths of 
all other persons now embraced in the determi- 
|| ation of Federal numbers. This proposition is 
strongly and unanimously condemned by the 
General Assembly of Virginia, and is regarded, 
in truth, as a proposition virtually to dissolve the 
Union. The committee, believing that the basis 
of representation and direct taxation, as regulated 
in the Constitution, was the result of a spirit of 
concession and compromise which was indispens- 
able to the Union of the States, and to the form- 
ation and ratification of that Constitution as or- 
dained and established, are of opinion that the 
proposed alteration of the compromises would 
roduce a peaceable or violent dissolution of the 
nion. The committee, anxiously desirous of 
preserving the Constitution in its pure meaning, 
as.formed by the convention and ratified by the 
States, and confidently believing that such is the 
deliberate sense of the States and of the people 
thereof, with very rare exceptions, are of opinion 
that no such proposition as that of the General 
Assembly of Massachusetts ought to be recom- 
| mended by Congress, or favored in the least de- 
gree. The committee therefore report, and recom- 
| mend to the adoption of the House, the following 
| resolutions: 
Resolved by the House of Representatives of the United 
States, That the rule established in the Constitution as the 
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Haute to Evansville, on the Ohio. 

By Mr. BRODHEAD: Two memorials, numerousty 
signed by citizens of Easton, Pennsylvania, protesting 

ainst any change of the tariff act of 1842. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania: A memorial of citi- 
zens of the State of Pennsylvania, praying that no change 
may be made in the tariff act of 1842; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Ry Mr. ASHE: The petition of Clagton C. Harris and 
eighty eight others, citizens of Tipton county, Tennessee, 
praying Congress to grant the prayer of William Brown 
for a back pension. 

By Mr. RELFE: The petition of David Myerle, with 
accompanying papers ; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, the petition of 
Robert Seybold was taken from the files of the House, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

By Mr. A. V. BROWN: The 
ridge, widow of Captain John Baldridge; also, of Mary 
Anne Modglin, wife of Truman Modglin; also, of Mrs. 
Stephenson, widow of Moses Stephenson, all praying a 
pension for the revolutionary services of their late husbands; 
also, the petition of Samuel Strickland, for a pension for 
like services; which were referred to the Committee on 
Kevolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. BURKE: The petition of Jonas Dalton, praying 
to be placed on the roll of invalid pensioners. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, March 23, 1844. 


Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, rose, and re- 
marked that, having been accidentally absent yes- 
terday when the vote was taken on the resolutions 
reported from the select committee on the resolu- 
tions of the State Legislatures of Virginia and 
Alabama, in relation to a proposed change of the 
Constitution, whereby the basis of representation 
in certain States would be altered, he desired now 
to have his vote recorded on that most important 
question. 

Mr. WELLER remarked that it was never 
done. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, said the record 
of his vote would not change the result, and he 
should be happy to record his vote in the affirm- 
ative. 

Mr. WELLER repeated that such a thing was 
never done; if it could be, he should like to have 
his vote recorded, for he, too, was accidentally 
absent; but if he could not have his vote recorded, 
he must object to any other gentleman being now 
permitted to add his vote. 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, moved a sus- 
pension of the rules, so that the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Cuarman] might record his vote. 

Mr. WELLER asked the gentleman from 
North Carolina to make the suspension general, 

Mr. REID, of North Carolina, assented. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON warned the gentleman from 
North Carolina that the course he was proposing 
to pursue would lead to endless confusion. 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the motion, so 
that any gentleman might have the right to record 
his vote on all and every question that had been 
acted upon since the iat day of the session. 





Mr. REID, of North Carolina, said if his mo- | 


tion was likely to lead to debate he would with- 
draw it. 


Mr. WELLER called for the orders of the | 


day. 

The SPEAKER announced the order of the 
day to be the call for the reports from commit- 
tees. 


RHODE ISLAND REVOLUTION. 


Mr. BURKE, from the select committee on the 
memorial from members of the Rhode Island 
Legislature, reported the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to lay before the House the authentic and true 
copies of all requests and applications, upon which he 
deemed it his duty to interfere, with the naval and military 
forces of the United States, on the occasion of the recent 
attempt of the people of Rhode Island to establish a tree 
constitution in the place of the old charter government of 
that State; and also, copies of the instractions to, and 
statements of the charter commissioners sent to him by 
the then existing authorities of the State of Rhode Island ; 
also, copies of the correspondence between the Executive 
of the United States and the charter government of the 
State of Rhode Island, and all the papers and documents 
eonnected with the same; also, copies of the correspond- 
ence, if any, between the heads of Departments and said 
charter government, or any person or persons connected 
with said government, and of any accompanying papers and 
documents; also, copies of all orders issued by the Execu- 
tive of the United States, or of any Department, to military 
officers for the movement to, or employment of troops in, 
Rhode Island ; also, copies of all orders to naval offieers to 
prepare steam or other vessels of the United States for ser 


tition of Isabella Bald- | 


| 


|| charged from the consideration of the 
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|} to the officers of revenue cutters for the same service ; 
| also, copies of any instructions borne by the Secretary of 
War to Rhode Island, on his visit in 1842, to review the 
| troops of the charter government; also, copies of any or- 
der or orders to any officer or officers of the Army or Navy 


the extension of the Wabash and Erie Canal from Terre || vice in the waters of Rhode Island ; also, copies of all orders | in the Territory of Wisconsin; which 
| 


to report themselves to the charter government; and that || 


he be requested to lay before the House copies of any other 
paper or document in the possession of the Executive, con- 
nected with the subject, not above specifically enumerated. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WELLER, from the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, reported back Senate bill No. 98, be- || 


ing an act to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to 


establish branches of the Mint of the United | 


|| States;’’ which was read the third time, and 
| passed. 

| Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, made 
/an adverse report upon the resolution of the 
House of the 27th January last, instructing said 
committee to inquire into the expediency of re- 
porting an appropriation for the repairs of the 
| light-houses and buoys at the mouth of Vermil- 
|| lion river, in Louisiana. 

| Also, an adverse report from the same commit- 
| 


| 
| 
| 
1} 
| 


| gold pieces. ; 
| He also, from the same committee, reported 


| back the Senate bill (No. 55) entitled ‘An act di- | 
| recting the disposition of certain unclaimed goods, | 
|| wares, or merchandise, seized for being illegally | 


| imported into the United States.”? It was read 
| the third time, and passed. 

He also gave notice that he should hereafter 
| ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the coin- 
| age of one dollar gold pieces at the Mint of the 
| United States and its branches. 


| table. 


was referred the bill from the Senate entitled ‘*An 


‘\act for the relief of William De Peyster and 


Henry N. Cruger;”’ and the bill from the Senate 


mittee of the Whole House. 

Mr. KING, of New York, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of James H. McClelland & Co.; 
| which report was ordered to be laid on the table. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee | 


/ on Public Lands, reported bills of the following 
| titles; which were severally read a first and sec- 
| ond time, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union: 

A bill to authorize the issuing of patents for 
certain lands in the St. Augustine land district, 
in Florida, the sales of which were not regularly 
reported. 


land district, and for the sale of the lands em- 


districts, and to bring into market the lands 
_ceded by the Miamies in Indiana. 

| Mr. D. also, from the same committee, made 
| a report upon the petition of James Anderson, of 
the Territory of lowa, accompanied by a bill for 


|| his benefit; which was read twice, and referred to || 


| the Committee of the Whole House. 

| Mr. PATTERSON, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the resolution of the 
| House of the 29th of January last, relative to 


| granting refuse and unsold Congress lands in the 1 


| State of Ohio to said State, for the purpose of 

draining and otherwise improving said lands; 
| which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. P. also, from the same committee, report- 

ed a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 

ury to allow registers of land offices rent in cer- 


| tain cases, accompanied by a report in writing; | 
| which was referred to the Committee of the | 


| Whole on the state of the Union. 
On mgtion of Mr. PATTERSON, it was 


‘Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 
tition of Isaac At- 
kins, of Pulaski county, Kentucky, and that it do lie on the 
table. 


| Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on 


| Public Lands, reported a bill to authorize the 
President of the United States to issue patents for 





| tee, upon the subject of the coinage of one dollar || 


Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, | 
made adverse reports upon the petitions of | 
Thomas Tatem, Nancy Egnew, and J. I. Beyer; | 
_which reports were ordered to be laid on the | 


Mr. V., from the same committee, to which | 


entitled ‘An act for the relief of Daniel J. Skinner, | 
of Alabama,’’ reported the same severally with- | 
| out amendment; and they were referred to a Com- | 


A billto provide forabolishing the Fort Wayne | 


braced therein at the Indianapolis and Winamac | 


the town lots sold in the town of Mineral Point, ! 
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| ; was re. 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr.C. also, from the same committee 

a bill ee to an act entitled «* An act fi 
| laying off the towns of Fort Madison and B . 
lington, in the county of Des Moines and th, 
| towns of Belleview, Dubuque, and Peru in Z 
,county of Dubuque, Territory of Wiseon . 
(now lowa,) and for other purposes,”’ apprend 
| July 2, 1836; and the amendatory act theretn, 


read, and 
e House. 


» Teported 


||} approved March 3, 1837; which was 
| referred to the Committee of the Who! 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the same commit, 
reported a bill granting to the county of Dubuque 
certain lots of ground in the town of Dubugys. 
| which was referred to a Committee of the Who), 
House. 

On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis. 
charged from the consideration of the memorials of the 

Legislature of the Territory of Iowa, for a township of 
land for the Jackson county academy ; for a donation of 
land for the Mount Pleasant collegiate institute ; and for 4 
donation of a township of land for the support of the Towa 
city college. 

_ Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on Py). 
lic Lands, reported a bill declaratory of the cop. 
struction of the several preémption laws; which 
bill was read, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis. 
charged from the consideration of the petition of Samyej 
Garrett; and that it lie on the table. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
bill concerning conveyances or devices of places 
of public worship in the District of Columbia, 
reported an amendatory bill. 


Ordered, That the said bill be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole House to-morrow. 


i] DISTRICT BUSINESS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved the following reso. 
lution: 

Resolved, That the 2d, 3d, and 4th, the three first legisia- 
tive days in May, be assigned by this House to the consid- 
eration of subjects relating to the District of Columbia, un- 
less they are disposed of in less time. 

Objections being made, 

Mr. CAMPBELL said he hoped the House 
would consent to set apart some specific time for 
the transaction of the business of the District; it 
| had been the uniform custom to do so, and it 

was acustom which ought not to be departed 

from. If any other days than those named were 
| suggested, he was authorized by the committee 
| 





to acquiesce. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said he hoped there would 
be no more special assignments which might in- 
terfere with the appropriation bills or the tariff; 
he therefore moved that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WELLER said he thought some particu- 
lar days should be assigned. 

‘| The SPEAKER remarked that the question 
‘| was not debatable, the motion being to lay the 
|| resolution upon the table. 

‘| Mr. CAMPBELL substituted in place of the 
| days named in the resolution, the first, second, 
| and third legislative days in May. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
|| taken, resulted— yeas 44, nays 104. 

1 So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

|| ‘The question recurred on the passage of the 
'| resolution. 

Mr. STEENROD offered an amendment to 
strike out “ three days’’ and insert ** two days;” 
and, after some remarks from Messrs. CAMP- 





| BELLand HOLMES in opposition to the amend- 
‘| ment, 


Mr. CAMPBELL called for the previous ques- 
tion; which being seconded, and the main ques- 
) tion ordered, 
| The question was first taken on Mr. Sreey- 
rop’s amendment; and it was rejected. 
| Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and nays 


_ on the resolution; but they were not ordered. 


| The morning hour having expired, the resolu- 
| 


tion was laid over till Monday. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications: 
A message from the President of the United 
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mail transmitting a copy of the convention con- | 
oy on the 17t March, 1841, between the | 


i tates and the Republic of Peru, the rat- 
ean of which Rave. bees duly exchanged; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
setter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a report, in answer to the resolution of the 

ouse of the ]]th instant, in relation to the pur- 
chase of sites and the construction of marine hos- | 
italson the Ohio and Mississippi rivers and 

ke Erie, required by the act of March 3, 1837; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- | 


ree. s 

A letter from the Secretary of War transmit- 
ting a report in compliance with the resolution of 
the 15th of January last of the survey of the St. 
Louis harbor; which was referred to the same 
committee. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a report, in obedience to the resolution of the 
House of the 26th ultimo, with a plan and esti- 
mate for constructing a light-house at the mouth 
of Genesee river, upon Lake Erie; which was re- 
ferred to the same committee. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting detailed statements and reports of the con- 
tingent fund of his Department, conformable to 
the twentieth section of the act of 26th August, 
1842; which was laid on the table. 


FERGUSON AND REID. 


Mr. KING, of New York, on leave, made a 
report upon the petition of Ferguson and Reid, 
of Louisiana, accompanied by a bill for their re- | 
lief; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


WROUGHT-IRON CANNON. 


Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 


| A bill for the relief of James Journey; 
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A bill for the relief of Woodson Wren. 
A bill for the relief of James Pepper and oth- 


| ers, 


The bill for the relief of John Miller was next 
taken up; and, after some debate, the question 


| being upon the engrossment of the bill, and or- 
| dering it toa third reading, tellers were appointed, 
| who reported—ayes 63, noes 31; no quorum vot- 

ing. 


The yeas and nays were then demanded and 


ordered; and, being taken, resulted—yeas 95, 
nays 44. 


The bill was then read the third time and 


| passed. 


The following bills were also, after being or- , 
dered to be engrossed, read the third time and 
passed: 


A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Fitch; 
. A bill for the relief of Bethia Healey; 

A bill for the relief of Antonie Vasquez and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of George Davenport, of 
Rock Island, in the State of Illinois; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Clapp and Betsy 


Clapp; 


A bill for the relief of Daniel Ingalls; 

A bill for the relief of Violet Calhoun, widow 
of John Calhoun; 

A bill granting a pension to Emanuel Shrofe; 

A joint resolution directing the Auditor of the 
Post Office Department to inquire as to the con- 


tract of Saltmarsh & Overton with the Post Office | 


| Department; 


A joint resolution authorizing the Postmaster 


| General to settle with certain mail contractors; 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of War and of the Navy, 


each, inform this House what experiments have been made 


by officers of their respective Departments for the purpose | 


of testing the strength and utility of cannon manufactured 
from wrought iron, specifying such particulars as may tend 
to show the relative strength and utility of wrought-iron 
and cast-iron cannon; and that they severally furnish 
copies of all reports made by ordnance or other officers, 
either of the War or Navy Departinents, which may be in 


A bill for the relief of Sally McCraw; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Blodget; 

A bill for the relief of Abigail Gibson; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Blackmore, widow 
of George Blackmore; 

A bill for the relief of James Crawford; 


A bill granting a pension to Bartholomew Mc- | 


Guire; 
A bill for the relief of Lathrop Foster; and 
A bill for the relief of True P 


| liam Riddle. 


The bill for the relief of John Frazer andG. A. 


| Franklin having been read, 


their possession on the subject of this inquiry; and give such 


other information connected therewith as they may con- 
sider useful ; also, that they respectively inform the House, 


as far as may be in their power, what has been the result | 


of the experience of European Powers on the subject, and 
particularly the largest size to which wrought-iron cannon 
for solid shot have been carried with success. 

Mr. HALE inquired of the chairman of ‘the 
Committee on Naval Affairs if the committee 
were in possession of any facts, or had made any 


, journment, but withdrew it at the request of sev- | 


Mr. GIDDINGS called for the yeas and nays | 
, on the question of engrossment, but no quorum 

| voted. 
Mr. BLACK, of Pennsylvania, moved an ad- || 


eral members: 


Mr. COBB called for tellers on the demand for | 


| the previous question; but the motion to adjourn 


inquiries of the Department relative to the causes | 


of the burning of the steamship Missouri, in the 
bay of Gibraltar? 

r. PARMENTER replied that the commit- 
tee had made inquiries of the Department, and 
were assured that as Soon asCaptain Newton re- 
turned, a court of inquiry would be convened to 
inquire into the matter alluded to by the gentle- 
man from New Hampshire. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then suggested an amend- 
ment: 

And that the Secretaries also report to the House the ex- 
= of said experiments, aud to whom the money was 

Mr. J. said many thousand dollars were thus 
expended ,of which the House should be informed; 
and also by whom the money had been received; 
for he understood that the persons employed on 
these experiments were paid better salaries than 
any officer under this Government, except the 
President of the United States himself. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Mr. VANCE called for the orders of the day. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


The following bills were ordered to be engrossed, 
and were read the third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Adam L. Mills; 

A bill for the relief of George Wallis; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Samuel Shannon; 

A bill fo- the relief of G. W. Clarke, Harris 


A bill for the benefit of Thomas Hunter and 
Alexander Caldwell; 


A bill for the relief of Charles Holt; i 


| negatived by a vote which showed a quorum to | 


| 
j 


was renewed. 

The yeas and nays were called for on that mo- 
tion; and being taken, resulted—yeas 29, nays 
91. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred on the passage of the 
bill, wal it was debated by Messrs. HOLMES, 
ELMER, and others. 

The yeas and nays were called for on the pass- 


age of the bill; but there was not a quorum voting, || 


there being 15 for, and 75 against the yeas and 

nays. 
An‘adjournment was then moved, but it was 

be present. 

he question on the passage of the bill, after 


| some further debate by Messrs. GIDDINGS, 
| HOLMES, COBB, and SIMONS, was taken by 


tellers; and the vote stood—ayes 64, noes 37—no 


quorum voting. 


On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the House then 


' adjourned. 


it 


i 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters, by the members presenting them : 
By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of John Porter and 


'| eighty others, citizens of the city of Boonville, in Missouri, | 
|| praying appropriations for the improvement of the western 


| | waters ; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 
By Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio: The petition of John 8. 


{| Miller and thirty-four others, citizens of Ohio, praying for | 
|| the establishment of a mail route from Uniontown, in Mus- 

| kingum county, to Logan, in Hocking county ; which was 
| referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


1 


Cook, and John Brainard 2d; 1 


Roads. 


By Mr. HOGE: The petition of Marcus B. Osborne and 
|| twenty-three others, citizens of Henry county, in the State 
of Illinois, praying the establishment of a mail route from | 
Peoria, in Peoria county, via Mount Hanley, Wyosning, | 


utney and Wil- | 
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| Toulon, Wethersfield, Geneseo, Sharon, and Crandall’s 


| Ferry, to Fulton City, in Whiteside county, in said State 
| of Illinois; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of Silas Noble and one hundred and 

| forty-two others, citizens of Lee county, in the State of f- 
| linois, praying Congress to make appropriations for the im- 
' mediate improvement of the Missouri and Upper Missis- 
| Sippi rivers ; which was referred to the Commitee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. 
| By Mr. HALE: The petition of Robert McIntosh, for a 
ae which was referred to the Committee on Invalid 
; Pensions. 
By Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania: Three memorials of 
| similar import, from citizens of Lancaster county, Peansy!- 
| Vania, remonstrating against any alteration in the existing 
| tariff law. 

By Mr. BLACK, of Pennsylvania: The petition of sun 
dry citizens of Perry county, in the State of Pennsylvania, 
against any alteration in the present tariff; which was re 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House. 


! 

1] : , . 
| Also, the petition of citizens of Cumberland county, in 
| 
| 


the State of Pennsylvania, asking a revision in the law reg 
ulating the postage on periodicals and newspapers ; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of John B. Frazer and 
one hundred and seven others, citizens of St. Joseph coun- 
ty, Indiana, praying for the construction of a harbor at New 
Buffalo, in Michigan. 
| By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of Samuel 
| Stout, of Indiana, and nineteen others, praying an appro- 


|| priation of land to continue the Wabash and Erie canal. 


By Mr. RITTER: Two memorials, signed by citizens of 
| Berks county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any al 
teration in the tariff act of 1842. 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of John C, Buchenand 
one hundred and thirty-three others, citizens of Dauphin 
county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to maintain the 
tariff of 1842, until experience shall have demonstrated, 
by ascertained facts, that a change would be for the better. 
| By Mr. McILVAINE: The remonstrance of Charles 8. 
|| Bailey and sixty-four others, citizens of Pennsylvania, 
|| against any alteration of the present tariff laws. 

By Mr. STETSON: The petition of Henry Durkee, of 

Plattsburg, New York, praying for equitable relief for loss 








| sustained in the execution of a contract with the United 
| States ; which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

| 

| 


| IN SENATE. 
Monpary, March 25, 1844. 


| The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
|| Senate a communication from the War Depart- 
|| ment, transmitting statements of the expenditure 
|| of the several bureaus in that Department from 
|| their respective contingent fund; which, on mo- 
| tion of Mr. Pueures, was ordered to lie on the 
! table, and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
|| ment, transmitting statements of the amount ne- 
cessary to complete the naval arsenal in North 
| Carolina, according to the original design, as an 


| arsenal of deposit and construction; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented documents in support 
| of the claim of Joseph Watson; which were re- 
| ferred to the committee having charge of the bill 
|| from the House upon the subject. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition from Wil- 
liam G. Brown, of the State of Illinois, praying 
compensation for certain military services ren- 
| dered the United States in 1831; which was re- 
|| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr.WRIGHT presented three memorials from 
Syracuse, New York, praying that the bill in the 
House of Representatives for modifying the tari 
|| of 1842 may not be passed into a law. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented eight memorials 
| from Syracuse, New York, one from Utica, New 
| York, and one from Hudson, New York, of like 
| prayer; all which were referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 
| Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from cer- 
| tain persons residing in the vicinity ef public 
| square No. 249 of the city of Washington, pray- 
ing Congress (it being Government property) to 
|| improve the same; which was referred to the 

Committee on the District‘of Columbia. 

Mr. MOREHEAD presented two memorials 
|| from Peter Von Schmidt, respectfully praying 
that he may be paid for translating a pamphiet 
\| from the Russian language on the cultivation of 
'| hemp, and in relation to impregnating timber, in 
|| order to preserve it from the destructive effects of 
|| marine worms; which were referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on Naval Affairs. 
|| Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from 
\| thirty-four citizens of Macomb county, Michigan, 
|| pray:ng to be confirmed in their quarter conces- 
‘| sions on Lake St. Clair; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 
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Also, a communication from George Renwick, 
of Washtenaw, Michigan, relative to false and | 
imperfect surveys in Salem township; which,with 


the documents on the files of the Senate upon that | 


subject, was referred to the Committee on Public | 


Lands. 


back, without amendment, 
| and with a recommendation that it do pass, the 
_ of the House for the relief of Isaac Fessen- 
en. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Pen- 


} 


| sions, made an adverse report on the petition for 


Also, a petition from eighty inhabitants of | a pension to William Patterson; which was or- 
Michigan, praying for the abolition of slavery in | dered to lie on the table and be printed. 


the District of Columbia, and the prohibition of | 
the slave trade between the States. 


Also, a petition from Alfred Johnson and | 
twenty-eightothers, legal voters of Seneca county, || 


Ohio, asking an inquiry into the fact whether one 


| Mr.WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claims, 
| made reports on the petition of Samuel Thomp- 
son, praying compensation for superintending the 
construction of the New York custom-house, as 
-architect; and of Joseph H. Warring, praying 


of the officers of the Senate has been guilty of || compensation for services as clerk in the office of 
separating three children from their mother, con- the Solicitor of the Treasury; which were or- 


trary to the laws of the United States; and if so, | 
to have him removed. 

The question of reception having been raised 
on these petitions, 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, that motion was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented the proceedings | 
of a public meeting held in the Vincennes district, | 
Indiana, in favor of granting the unsold lands in | 
that district to the State of Indiana, for the com- 
pletion of the Wabash and Erie canal to the Ohio 
river; which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from sixty | 
citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, praying | 
the passage of an act granting to each male citi- 
zen of the United States above the age of twenty- | 
one, one hundred and sixty acres of public land, | 
on certain conditions; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK presented five memorials, one | 
signed by five, one by seventy-six, one by eighty- | 
five, one by ninety-one, one by one hundred and | 
five, and one by one hundred and thirty citizens | 
of Alleghany county, setting forth the advantages 


resulting from the tariff of 1842, and the disas- | 


trous consequences that would result to the busi- 
ness of the country and to domestic manufac- | 
tures, if the bill reported in the House for the 
modification of that tariff should become a law. | 
They remonstrate against its passage. 
The memorials were referred to the Committee | 
on Finance. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from || 


Peter Frost, asking for a pension for injuries re- | 


ceived in the military service of the United States | 


in the war of 1812; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. BATES presented resolutions of the Le- 


gislature of Massachusetts against the annexation | 
of Texas to the United States; which were re- || 


ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, | 


and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 
Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval || 


Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Captain | 
Charles W. Morgan; which was read, and or- | 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on | 
Public Lands, to which was referred the petition | 
of John Milligan and others upon the subject, | 
reported a bill to secure certain rights of pre- 
emption in the State of Louisiana, and for other | 
purposes; which was read and ordered to a sec- | 
ond reading, and, with the accompanying report, 
to be printed. 

Mr. J. also, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 
John M. Rusworm, the legal representative of 
William Rusworm; which was read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. J. also, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 


| 
| 


dered to lie on the table and be printed. 


| Mr. WOODBURY, from the same committee, 


| reported back, without amendment, and with a 
| recommendation that they do not pass, the bills 
| from the House for the relief of Samuel B. Tucker, 


|| George M. Jones, and Samuel B. Folger. 


POST ROUTE IN LOUISIANA. 


Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following reso- || 


| lution; which was adopted: 

| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a post route from Houma, in the parish of Ter- 


|| rebonne, to Berwick’s bay, in the parish of St. Mary’s, || 


Louisiana. 
COMMITTEE ON TERRITORIES. 


| 
| ate took up for consideration the resolution in- 


|| troduced some days ago by the Senator from Al- | 
|| abama, (Mr. ete and which, on the motion 
| of Mr. H. had been 


aid on the table, proposing 
that an additional standing committee of five shall 
| be appointed by the Chair, to be denominated the 
‘* Committee on Territories,’”’ to take charge of 


| all territorial business. 


Messrs. HUNTINGTON, WOODBRIDGE, 
/and EVANS, opposed the adoption of the reso- 
lution, as being entirely unnecessary, and Mr. 


|| BAGBY urged the propriety of its adoption, and 


| called for the yeas and nays thereon. 
Mr. EVANS remarked that the territorial busi- 
ness had been as well attended to by the present 


|| standing committees, as it could be should this | 


additional committee be adopted; and he moved 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. BAGBY demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion; which were ordered; and the ques- 


|| tion being put, the motion was decided in the 
|| negative by the following vote: 


YEAS — Measrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Huntington, Jar- 
oe” King, Miller, Morehead, Upham, and Woodbridge 


" 
| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Benton, Breese, Colquitt, Fairfield, Fulton, Huger, John- 
son. McDuffie, Merrick, Porter, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tall- 
midge, Tappan, Walker, White, Woodbury, and Wright 
—22. 

| 


} 


Mr. MERRICK expressed a wish that the 
| resolution might be adopted, as there was a Com- 
| mittee on the District of Columbia. 
| Mr. TAPPAN suggested that the resolution 
| conferred the appointment of the committee on 

the Chair. It should be made toconform to the 


| usual mode of appointment—by ballot. He sug- 


| gested such a modification; which 
| Mr. BAGBY accepted. 

The resolution was then adopted. 
| On motion of Mr. BAGBY, and by unanimous 
| consent, the Chair was authorized to appoint the 
| committee. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


1 On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate took 


_up for consideration the joint resolution for the 
| adjournment of the two Houses of Congress sine 


recommendation that it do pass, the bill from the || die,on Monday the 20th day of May next, at 


House for the relief of James Reid. 


On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, the Committee || 


on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from | 


|; hoon, 


Mr. EVANS said it had been suggested to him 


| that this resolution would be more acceptable if 


the further consideration of the petition of the || the day fixed upon for adjournment were made 


widow of Benjamin Netherland fora pension, and | 
the petition of Nancy Parker, the widow of Tim- | 


| somewhat later. He was anxious himself that it 


| should be as early as possible, but was willirg to 


othy Parker; and they were referred tothe Com- || modify the resolution so as to read, instead of 


mittee on Pensions. | 
Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, | 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 


ane the 20th,’’ ** Monday the 27th day of 
| May.” 
| Mr. MERRICK observed that this would ren- 


recommendation that they do pass, House bills || der it necessary for Congress to be in session on 


for the relief of Jerois Foote, and William H. | 
Hoag and others. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on || once 


] Sunday. 


Mr. EVANS said this had never occurred but 
‘There was always, at the close of the ses- 


On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Sen- | 


____ March 95, 


Het aee anetee i ss 

sion, a great press of business before bot 

in the engrossment of bills, &c.; and routs 
| great convenience to members to have a day 9 
aera and rest before the adjournment tool 
place. . 
| Mr. SEVIER did not know exactly hoy } 
fz vote upon this resolution. He was i 


Was 4 


anxious to get home as soon as he could: },, 
there were some very important questions. and 
amongst them the tariff question, yet to be dj, 
posed of, P 

The resolution was modified by Mr. Evays ¢, 
as to read, Monday the 27th day of May ney, 
|| and, as thus modified, was adopted. -" 


THE COMPROMISE ACT—THE Tarirr, 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate resume 
the consideration of the resolution reported from 
the Finance Committee for the indefinite poy). 
ponement of the bill introduced by Mr. McDry. 

| Fie for the reduction of the rate of duties unde, 
the present tariff to the standard of the compro. 
| mise act. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, our Confaj. 
eracy has existed above fifty years under oy, 
present form of government; and during eyery 
|| year of that time we have had tariff laws j, 

operation, but with very different effect upon 
|| the public mind. During the first half of this 
|| time there was universal satisfaction throughoy, 
the Union with these laws; during the second 

half of it they have given great discontent to one 
| half of the Union. The period of satisfaction 
began with the beginning of the Government, in 
the year 1789, and continued down to the end of 
the late war with Great Britain; the period of 
discontent began in the year 1816, and continues 
to the present day. A difference so great in its 
effect upon the public mind, implies a great dif. 
ference in the character of these laws during the 
two periods, and naturally throws the mind back 
to the contemplation of this difference, and to the 
consideration of the causes which produced it, 

The implication is not erroneous. The tarif 
laws of the two periods are, in fact, essentially 
'| different, and were framed with different views, 
and constitute opposite systems. Tle laws of 
the first period had revenue for their object, and 








| 





the protection of home industry for their inc- 
dent; the laws of the second period have protec- 
tion for their object, and revenue for their inci- 
dent. And the provisions of the acts under the 
two systems were framed accordingly; moderate 
duties, fairly assessed upon actual values and real 
es characterized the legislation of the 

rst period; high duties, fictitious valuations, and 
prohibitory minimums characterized the second. 
! The striking difference which we find in the 
'| legislation of the two periods is, first, in the 
'| amount of the duty imposed; and, secondly, in the 
mode of assessing or computing it. The amount 

of the duty is vastly increased ducing the second 

period, and the mode of jts computation is arti- 

trarily arranged to increase that amount. Before 
|| the war, the duties, whether specific or ad valo- 
|| rem—whether on the quantity or on the value— 
| were moderate in amount, and fairly assessed on 
the actual value, or actual quantity; since the war 
|| the duties have often been exorbitant in amount, 
1 and then made more exorbitant in the collection, 
_ by calculating them, in some instances, on the 
arbitrary assumption of a fictitious minimum val- 





uation. 

The cause of this difference in the character of 
our tariff laws is found in the fact mentioned by 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. McDvr- 
F1E.] Politicians and capitalists have seized upo? 
the subject, and worked it for their own purpose— 
the former for political advancement—the latter 
for pecuniary profit. The tariff has become ® 
question of politics and money—of coe pol- 

e result has 


been to fill the Union with the agitation and dis- 


itics and sectional enrichment; and t 
|| content which has afflicted it for twenty-five years. 


| The harmony of this Union, Mr. President, 's 
something. It is a greatand desirable object, as 
leasant to contemplate as it is useful to enjoy- 

| Who is there among us old enough to remember 
it, who does not recollect the harmonious days, 
|| 80 far as the tariff was concerned, which we en- 
|joyed during the first twenty-five years of our 
national existence, when nobody knew we had 4 
tariff but those who read the statutes? Who is 
there old enough to remember it, who does not 
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~ ale loss of the times when the word tariff | 


was never pronounced, and when, in respect to 
these laws, the mass of our population was in the 
happy condition of Moliere’s country gentleman, 
who had talked prose all his life without know- 
ing it? 1, for one, remember those times, and wish 
to return to them. I wish to return to the harmon 
and tranquillity, with respect to the tariff, whic 
revailed among us during the first half of our 
national existence; and, with that view, have 
heen carefully studying the legislation of that pe- 
riod for the purpose of seeing what there was in 
it, if anything, to prevent our returning to it, and 
enjoying again the tranquillity which it then pro- 
duced. Thave studied that legislation, and studied 
it in all candor, with this view; and I am free to 
say that I see no difficulty in returning, not to the 
letter, but to the object and structure of these 
ood old laws, and drawing from them again the 
same happy consequence which they formerly 
shed upon the Union. . 
| take it for certain that the act now in force is 
not to stand; that either at the present session, or 
afier another general. election, it will be essen- 
tially changed. It was not passed asa permanent 
act. Several of those who voted for it, and with- 
out whose votes it could not have passed, declared 
at the time that they took it asa temporary meas- 
yre—as a measure which they disliked, but which 
they accepted for the time from motives of expe- 
diency. [Here Mr. Waicur, to whom Mr. B. 
looked, nodded assent.}] I voted against it, and 
with the full conviction that I should soon vote 
upon it again, and under better auspices. Whether 
the auspicious time for this voting has arrived, 
] do not undertake to decide. Certainly, the 
auspices are not all inour favor. The session of 
Congress before the holding of a presidential 
election is not the favorable session for beneficial 
legislation. A President without a party, two 
parties without a President—the Senate one way, 
the House of Representatives another way—the 
President free trade, and the Cabinet mixed; these 
elements, taken all together, compose a very het- 
erogeneous mixture, and presentan aspect notat 
all favorable to the enactment of wholesome laws, 
or the application of healing remedies to the dis- 
orders of the State. 1 even doubt whether a cool 
discretion would recommend any attempt to settle 
the tariff question at this session. I speak of 
settle in contradistinction to discuss. I believe in 
the virtue of discussion—temperate, enlightened 
discussion—directed to the intelligence, and to 
the moral sense of the community; and, in that 
eres Iam of opinion that the Senator from 
uth Carolina (Mr. McDurrie] has done well 
to bring on the present debate; but discussion is 
one thing, and settling the question is another. I 
do not think that the present is the time to settle 
the question. Besides our discordant and hetero- 
geneous condition, so unfavorable to harmonious 
action; besides the danger of miscarriage from 
this source, there is another tribunal which has 
jurisdiction of the subject, and is now occupied 
with it, and whose decision will be paramount to 
ours. The question itself is now on trial before 
the great areopagus of the people, and must have 
its solution from that tribunal before we meet 
again. The presidential election involves the fate 
of the tariff, and to that fate a future Congress 
will have to conform, be our action now what it 
may. Now, as in the year 1832, the fate of the 
high tariff is staked in the person of its eminent 
champion—its candidate for the Presidency of 
the United States. That champion was defeated 
then, and his system with him; and he may be 
defeated again. If he shall be, we shall settle the 
question with more harmony and equity, and 
with a better chance for stability than at the pres- 
ent time: if not, all that we may do now may 


soon be reversed. Seeing this, and that all we | 


do now, if we do anything, must be imperfect 
and provisional, | very much doubt the policy of 
attempting to settle the tariff question at the pres- 
ent session. I am in favor of discussion, but 
doubt the practicability, at this time, of judicious 
and stable legislation. This is my opinion; but 
others think otherwise, and I yield to their wishes. 
Discordant as all the departments of the Govern- 
ment now are, and on the eve, as we are, of a 
presidential election, I expect nothing perfect 
from our attempts at legislation on this subject. 
On the other hand, miscarriage and defeat, under 
such circumstances, will inspire me with no de- 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 


| constitutional right over the initiation of revenue || 


| per centum upon all articles, without regard to || aid manufacturers. 


nodded assent. ]} i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| se&le this question—to settle it according to the 
| will of the 
| with some chance for that durability and perma- 


| gard to their form; that he is not wedded to the | 


439 
spair. I look forward to the next Congress to || duties to act as an encouragement to manufactures, when- 
| ever imposed on articles which may be manufactured in our 
own country. In this incidental manner, Congress has the 

| power of encouraging manufactures; and the committee 
> Cnt ‘ | readily concede that, in the passage of an impost bill, that 
nency which is so essential to the successful pros- | body may, in modifying the details, so arrange the provi- 
ecution of every branch of business. }, sions of ng on as “Y as : may be done ee with 
° : a , its proper object, and to aid manufactures. To this extent 

The question is then presented: Shall we pro- | Congress oa constitutesnally go, and has gone from the 
ceed to remodel the tariff act of 1842? | answer, || commencement of the Government; which will fully ex- 


yes !—saving to the House of Representatives its || plain the precedents cited from the early stages of its oper- 
ation.’’* 


eople—and, accordingly, to settle it 


bills. Ido not argue that question. I neither | 
argue it, nor conceal my opinion upon it. Ideem 
it sufficient, on the present occasion, to say that, 
in all cases of doubtful jurisdiction between the | 
two Houses, my rule is to solve the doubtin favor | 
of the House which, by the Constitution, is | 
charged with the general subject. Taxation and || 
representation go together. The burdens of the 


The free-trade convention says: 


* They admit the power of Congress to lay and collect 
such duties as they may deem necessary for the purposes 
of revenue; and, within these limits, so to arrange these 
duties as, incidentally, and to that extent, to give protection 
to the manufacturer. ’’} 


The Virginia convention says: 


**It may happen, if a wise policy prevails, that our man 


5 3 ufacturiug brethren of the North and West will be content 
people and the re prese ntation of the pe ople are put |} with such incidental protection as will be afforded by duties 


together. The immediate and full representation || jaid to supply the constitutional wants of the Govern- 
of the people is in the House of Representatives, || ment.’"} 
and to that House the Constitution has confided This is what was said by these eminent free- 
the origination of all bills for raising revenue. Is || trade authorities on these recent occasions; and 
the bill which is now before us a bill for raising || I shall not pretend to comment upon their ad- 
revenue? I think itis. Atall events, it isa ques- missions. They are explicit upon the grounds 
tion of doubt; and in that case, I defer to the ju- || of discrimination and incidental protection. They 
risdiction of the House which is charged with the | quote, and admit by name, the system of our 
general subject. tariff legislation before the late war—that system 
The proposition before us is, in terms, to re- || under which the country was so long tranquil 
store the compromise act of 1833; but in sub- || and happy,and to which I am now for returning. 
stance to substitute revenue duties for protective | They admit, by name, discrimination for protec- 
duties. The author of the proposition [Mr. Mc- || tion. The compromise act did the same in effect. 
Durrir] has spoken his sentiments upon it; and, | The raising the duties on coarse woolens and 
from the tenor of all that he has said, I compre- || common blankets, by that act, from five per cent. 
hend that he goes for revenue duties, without re- || to fifty per cent., to come down in nine years to 
|| twenty per cent., was for protection during that 
|| time. Home valuations and cash duties were to 
A long list of free articles, 
|| used by manufacturers, was for the same object. 
|| Protection was granted by the act; and the dec- 
| laration against it, and in favor of revenue duties 
|| only, was a direction for future legislation, and 
This being the case, I flatter myself that we || did not prevent the compromise itself from grant- 


horizontal line, the uniform ad valorem of twenty 


their character; but that he admits of discrimin- 
ating duties, and of different rates of duty, accord- 
ing to the nature of the article. (Mr. McDurrie 


| shall be of accord with respect to the remedy as || ing protection. 


| well as in regard to the evil. 


| in favor of attempting to revive it. 


I was notin favor, [am for returning to the old legislation; not 
of the compromise act when it passed; I am not || that I would copy any one statute in particular, 
It presents || but would conform to the plan and object of the 
an issue which is wrong in itself, and upon which || whole. These statutes admitted of duties of va- 


| we cannot go to trial—that of one uniform rate || rious degrees, but all of them moderate in amount, 
of duty upon all articles without regard to their |! and strictly calculated forrevenue purposes. They 


| tween articles of luxury and necessity, and for 


} 





nature or character. I am for discriminating be- | admitted of duties ov the quantity (specific) as 


' well as on the value, (ad valorem;) and when on 
making luxuries pay highest. I am for discrim- | the value they admitted of no minimums to falsify 
inating between articles made at home, and not | the real value and to augment the duty. They 
made at home; and placing the highest revenue | admitted of discriminations between articles of 
duty upon the foreign rivals of our own produc- || luxury and articles of necessity, and very prop- 
tions. Ina word, | am for going back to our old || erly made the former pay highest, while many 
legislation on this subject—to the system before | of the latter were free; as salt, in the time of Mr. 
the war; not to the precise terms of any one of the || Jefferson, or at the low rate of five per centum; 
acts, but to the principles and structure, the ob- || as coarse woolens and common blankets and other 
jects and the incidents of the whole. They were || articles used by the laboring community. The 
all modeled upon the same plan. All took reve- || specific duties, under these statutes, rarely ex- 
nue for their object; all admitted incidental pro- || ceeded a fourth or a third of the value; the ad 
tection; all discriminated between luxuries and || yalorems ranged from five to fifteen, with a tem- 
necessaries; and none of them admitted false as- || porary addition of two and a half per centum to 
sumptions of value by minimum valuations. They || equip some small vessels to protect the Mediter- 
were all equally free from the abuse of minimum || ranean commerce from the depredations of the 
valuations on one hand, and the arbitrary level- || Barbary Powers. To this system of duties, and 
ing of the horizontal principle on the ot ner. I || this mode of levying them, I am in favor of re- 
am for returaing to this system, with the single || turning, with the single qualification that, in no 
limitation that no duty, whether specific or ad va- || case, shall any duty, either specific or ad valorem, 
lorem, shall exceed a maximum of thirty or thir- || exceed one third of the value—thirty-three and a 
ty-three and one third percentum. In returning | third per centum; and with the full belief that the 
to this ground, or rather in remaining upon it, | average of the whole will not be equal to the uni- 
(for it has always been my doctrine,) I find my- || form twenty per centum of the compromise act. 





|| self standing upon the ground of the first twenty- || To the consumer this maximum and this average 
| five years’ action of our Government, and sus- || should be satisfactory; to the manufacturers it 
| tained by the sanction of the highest free-trade || will be great and ample protection. To him it 
| authorities which the tariff discussions have || should be also satisfactory. He will get the ben- 


brought to light. [ allude to the South Carolina || efit of the highest duty; for it comes within the 
eee y report of December, 1828; to the Phil- | principle of the old system to put the highest duties 
a upon the foreign rivals of our own productions, 


elphia free-trade convention address of 1831, || 
and to the Virginia Democratic convention ad- | as well as upon luxuries; he will get the benefit 


dress of 1839. Each of these high authorities, || 
and at the recent dates mentioned, and in their 
extremest opposition to protective tariffs, admit- 





* Messrs. Gregg, Wardiow, Legare, Preston, A. P. Hayne, 
| Elliott, and Barnwell Smith, the committee. 


ting the principle and the policy of discriminating 
duties, and of incidental protection. "Here is what 
each of them has said, and first of South Caro- 
lina. The report of her legislative committee, 
remonstrating against the tariff act of 1825, says: 

«“ Every instance which has been cited, may be fairly re- 


ferred to the legitimate power of Congress to impose duties 
on imports for revenue. It is a necessary incident of such 


¢ Two hundred and fifty delegates present, of which fifty- 
one from Virginia, sixteen from North Carolina, forty-one 
from South Carolina, six from Georgia, eleven from Ala- 
bama, one from Mississippi, two from Maryland, fifteen from 
Pennsylvania, twenty-one from New York, one from Rhode 
Island, two from Connecticut, eighteen from Muassachu- 
setts, one from Maine. 

{ St. George Tucker, president of the convention ; Messrs. 
Brockenbrough, Randolph, Harrison, Young, Narbonne, 
Nicholas, Dromgoole, and Opie, secretaries. 
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of this duty, which will give him fifty percentum 
protection. I vay fifty; for thirty per centum daty 
is fifty per centum protection!—the expenses of 
importation (seven and a half per cent.) and the 
importing merchant’s profit (twelve and a half 
per cent.) going into the price of the goods as 
well as the duty, and being just as effectual for 
protection as if inserted in the law. This, with 
the cardinal consideration of stability, should be 
satisfactory to the manufacturers. 

This is our issue—the old system against the 
new; and upon this issue we can safely go to trial 
before the country. For it is not sufficient to 
have a good cause, and good arguments; you 
must have the right issues, or you may be de- 
feated in spite of your good cause and good ar- 
guments. The compromise is not the right issue 
or the safe one. In leveling all duties to one 
uniform line—in disregarding the distinction be- 
tween luxuries and necessaries, and between ar- 
ticles made or not made at home—in doing this, 
it disregards a distinction founded in the nature 
of things—a distinction maintained in all previ- 
ous legislation—admitted most recently by the 
extremest free-trade authorities—and too accord- 
ant with the sympathies of mankind to be oblit- 
erated by statute. We cannot make the issue 
upon thatact, but upon the old system of revenue 
duties and incidental protection, with discrimina- 
tion between luxuries and necessaries, and be- 
tween articles made or not made at home. We 
are not to make war upon manufactures; we do 
not do it. They were once as popular in the 
South as in the North, and may become so again. 
The abuses of the high-protective system have 
destroyed their old popularity in the South; erad- 
icate the abuse, and they will again be popular 
in every part of the Union. Manufactures are 
among, not only the useful and ornamental, but 


the noblest arts of the country. Every states- || 
man will cheerish them, and honor the skill and |! 


industry which perfects them, if left free to follow 


his own inclinations. Abuse only—the conduct || 
of politicians and millionary capitalists—have || 
made themenemies. Separate the real manufac- || 
turers from these two classes—be content with || 


ample incidental protection—and universal good 
will will again attend them, greatly enlarging the 
extent of their market, and the list of their cus- 
tomers. 

This is our issue—the old system against the 
new. And what can be the objection to return- 
ing to the old one? None that cannot be in- 
stantly and satisfactorily answered. I undertake 
to say that, under the old system, every interest 
connected with the imposition of duties was ona 
better footing than under the new—that agricul- 
ture, commerce, and the revenue from customs, 
were all larger in proportion to our pdépulation, 
and more free from iors that manufac- 
tures themselves were advancing faster than an 
other interest, and faster than they had ever ad- 
vanced in any other country in the world; and 
that the whole country, so far as the tariff was 
concerned, was happy and tranquil; and contin- 
ued so until ambitious politicians and millionary 
capitalists seized upon the subject for their own 
selfish purposes. Picen. Mr. President, are bold 
assertions, but not more bold than true, and as 
easily proved as uttered. I have the proof in hand; 
and as I love to deal in proof when I have it, I 
shall proceed immediately to the work. 

1. The revenue from customs. 

My assertion is, that the income from customs 
was Soe population considered, and more free 
from fluctuation, under the low-duty system be- 
fore the war, than under the high duty since. In 
maintaining this assertion, I take the time of the 
first period from 1789, when this Government 
first went into operation, to the year 1808, when 
the British orders in council and the decrees of 
the French Emperor and our own embargo broke 
up our commerce, and deranged or destroyed our 
income from that source. I leave out the period 
of the embargo and of the war with Great Brit- 
ain, as belonging to neither system. | take from 
1790 to 1808: and what was our income from 
customs during that time? It was from $4,500,000 
to near $16,500,000. And what was our popula- 
tion daring the same time? From four to seven 
millions. The revenue, then, commenced at the 
rate of about $1,000,000 to one million people, 
and rose gradually to near $2,500,000 to one mil- 
lion people. So much for the first period; now 





| which was the first under the operation of the new 
\s stem, and the revenue, commencing at $26,000,- 
, 000, fell as low as $10,000,000; rose again as high 
as $30,000,000; fell again as low as $12,900,000, 
| $13,000,000, and $14,000,000, and for the last 
_ year was about $17,500,000. Our population at 
| the same time was from nine to eighteen millions; 
| so that, at the best, the product of the high duties 
| neyer rose higher than $2,500,000 to one million 
| people, often fell as low as $750,000 for a million 
| people, and is now at the rate of $1,000,000 for 
-amillion! In other words, that the rate of product 
is exactly the same now, when duties average 
| more than fifty per cent., that it was in the first 
| year of Washington’s time, when the average 
| was one fourth of that sum! and twice and a half 
' less than it was in the last year of Mr. Jefferson, 
| when the average of duties was not a third of 
| what itisnow. And here let it be remembered 
that the wars of the French revolution had noth- 
ing to do with ourrevenue. They increased im- 
portations, but not consumption. Duties were 
| only paid on what remained in the country for 
| consumption; the large amounts reéxported paid 
| nothing. 

I have prepared tables, Mr. President, of the 
annual income from customs, with a note of the 
population, during each period into which I have 
divided our financial history. These tables will 

| illustrate my positions in detail, and more fully 
and completely than can be done in general state- 
ments. They will enable every Senator, and 
every individual who sees them, to make the 
comparison for himself, and will sustain to the 
| uttermost all that I have said of the superior pro- 
| ductiveness of low duties over high. These are 
the tables: 


} First table, low-revenue duties, from 1791 to 1808. 


Years. Population. Income. 
Dcadtchabkuieveeriensicatneck 4,000,000 $4,309,473 
ee wa ms las : 3,443,070 
Sec schiouhsseusere kebhed soets . 4,225,306 
| VIF sees ceeeeeseeeeeceene serene - 4,801 065 
eh 66h dentintdddls dovecciel berhaenis - 5,588,461 
bid: ndiieiteseisiesauhas widest ° 6,567,987 
ll iiasetcwead ahesanaeeneeoentes - 7,549,640 
FEM. Siveswsukdetcecactesss ments ‘ 7,106,061 
PRD cakesdhds Gobesbab ebibatesves . 6.610,449 
saith vniste thle chit otthekiws «+++ 5,300,000 9,080,932 
Rich dacoeabi eich eno drei 0,750,778 
uM chicnhine tics idihnackakions donbas 12,438,235 
Siississ dock babs Soda bdsebubbdenss vow 10,479,417 
SP Riinnes dediecbets onbeestvabes ée - 11,098,505 
1805. . . eee eee ee eeeee . = 12,936 487 
Sa snecssnenskesescetonnr oshierne - 16,667,698 
lene anbeones senpvheneanes <n 15,845,522 
1808. Sxchetivemavecte sees 7,000,000 16,363,550 
Second table, high-protective duties, from 1817 to 1843. 
Years. Population. Income. 
| IBIZ..sceeceeseeceseeeeseree cesses 9,000,000 $26,283,348 
lhacigemesquiaechhmabelebnd sibel - 17,176,385 
| ins Gaiaesnsve snake hceehaneinaaieal - 20 283,608 
DUN bce benndesd sdk canbehete es eeee 9,638,000 15,005,612 
NEUE ants nouéne vethibu bctaddvednes : 13,004,447 
1822... godenes . 17,559,761 
1823 SCR HR eR eee eee eee eeeeee ’ , 
lidaas onde an ulin aaauutarders tes 17,878,325 
20,098.713 


23,341,331 
19,712,283 

205.523 
22,681,965 
21,922,391 
24,294,441 
98,405,237 
21,488,753 
14,797,782 
13,458,111 
21,552,272 
26,325,839 
13,315,129 





These, Mr. President, are the tables of the in- 
| come under the two systems; and now let us ex- 
| amine them, and compare them together. Look 
| first upon this picture, and then upon that! See 
| the annual income from 179] to 1808; see the 
largeness of the amount for the smallness of the 
population, the freedom from fluctuation, and the 
| Steadiness of the increase. Beginning at four and 
one third million, rising gradually, never varying 
more than a million ina year, and attaining in 
seventeen years the extraordinary amount of near 
seventeen million dollars, and that for only seven 
million people. Now look upon the other picture. 
Beginning in the year 1817, with $26,250,000, it fulls 
the very next year to $17,000,000! and the year 


BE. 


| for the second. Beginnin with the year 1817, |! after rises to $20,250,000! te 


15,372,238 || 
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|| year to $15,000,000! and the year hae 
1 cone to $13,000,000! being an actual fluc: 
|| of $13,000,000 out of $26,000,000 in five yeas! 
All the rest of the period is about in the ¢ C 
proportion. Twice in twenty years the libeae 
| got up as high as it was in 1817; twice again jt fe 
| to $17,000,000; twice to $15,000,000; twice ,, 
_ $13,000,000; once to $10,000,000; and is now . 
|| $17,500,000, which is near ten million less than 
| was in the year 1808! This is bad enough. = 
| to show off this period in proper contrast, a third 
| table is necessary—a table showing at one view 
| the actual income received, and the amount thy, 
| ought to have been received during the same p.. 
|| riod, according to the increase of population, anj 
|| according to the rate of the income during \M, 
| Jefferson’s administration. This third table has 
_ been prepared, and here it is: 

| 


next 
Mbles 
Vation 





{ 

Third table, showing what ought to have been received from 
customs under the protective system to have been equal ; 
the receipt under the revenue system. 


Years. Population. Actual receipts. ete 





| 1817....4+4. 9,000,000 283,348 29 

|| 1818.....-.. gee Ore ses em 

| Sinincoxds . 20,283.608 ; 

| 1820........ 9,638,000 15,005,612 24,000,009 

| 1821... 6.46 . 13,004,447 25,0009 

eck . 17,559,761 : 

Ta sbaense - 19,088,433 

|| 124... eee : 17,878,325 : 

aT sours | 
ea . 19,712,283 ; 

| 1898........ : 23,205,593 
cos seis . 22.681 ,965 
3890 Sais ote 12,866,000 21,089,301 31,500,000 
1832...... ‘ 98,405,937 

Tes ones » 21,488,753 

| 1834........ : . 14,797,782 : 

1) AB vasscees 15,000,000 13,458,111 37,500,000 

fees tichs : 21,552,272 a 

on. > 26 325,839 

| ee 13,315,129 

| 1839........ \ 15,373,238 
1840 sebeak a 17,000,000 20,660,499 42.5001 

ers. a 15,789,173 a 

} RG. cas eu 18,500,000 17,500,000 46 250,00 

|| According to this table, Mr. President, which 

|| I have made out with great care, it will be seen 
that, in 1817, when our population was nine mil- 
$22,500,000, which it should have been; that in 





1820 it was $15,000,000 instead of $24,000,000; in 
182] it was $13,000,000 instead of $25,000,000; in 
1825, instead of $27,000,000 it was $20,000,000; in 
1830 it was $22,000,000 instead of $27,000,000; in 
1835 we had $13,500,000 instead of $37,500,000; 
being just one half of the product of 1817! In 
1840, we had $20,500,000 instead of $42,500,000; 
in 1841 it was $10,000,000 instead of $43,000,000; 
and in 1843, with a population of eighteen mil- 
lion five hundred thousand, we wound up with 
$17,500,000 instead of $46,500,000! 

These tables speak a language which cannot 
be misunderstood, and they place in the strongest 
contrast the working of the two systems during 
the two periods: the beauty and advantages of 
one, and the deformities of the other, standing 
out in the boldest relief. In the first period, 

| amplitude of amount, steadiness of the product, 


: the income was $26,250,000 instead of 


and regularity of the increase, strike every be- 
holder. In the second period, all this is reversed; 
|, confusion and madness seem to reign in our 
| Treasury. Sometimes millions too much—then 
|| not half enough. Sometimes surpluses to be dis- 
tributed—then deficits to be supplied. Giving 
away one day—begging or borrowing the next. 
Always a feast, or a famine—never the right 
thing. Our poor Treasury become a balloon— 
| sometimes soaring above the cloud—thén drag- 
| ging in the mud—now bursting with distension 
| —now collapsing from depletion. 
| The miseries of the high-duty system we have 
1 all seen and felt, and now see and feel, in the de- 
| plorable condition of our finances, a debt of near 
1 thirty millions created, loans to defray current 
| expenses, four times a resort to Treasury notes, 
and now an illegal and fraudulent issue of # p2- 
|| per-money currency. Compared to the termina- 
tion of the low-duty system at the end of Mr. Jef- 
| ferson’s administration, and how does it stand? 
As confusion, misery, and deformity, stand to 
order, beauty, and happiness. Mr. Jeffersons 
administration required an expenditure nearly 
equal, and, population considered, more 
double what we require now; and the customs 
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1844. 
— ad all that was wanted, and to spare; for | 
bears produced but little. The interest and | 
the cipal of the debt of the Revolution were then | 
ey aid; the interest of the Louisiana pur- 
» ad to be met, a war with the Barbary Pow- 
mead to be kept up a military peace establish- | 
e 






- a TE 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
{ 
er than t resent in proportion to | 

ments Ti, was kent up;and the revenue for 
ry js expenditure, amounting to seventeen or | 
pteen million dollars, came from the customs, || 
' tha population of only seven millions, leaving | 
> ry year a real surplus in the Treasury. But |) 
jet Mr. Jefferson himself present this picture. He 1 
resented it to the two Houses of Congress in 1 
is last annual message; and never was a time | 
more fit to look at it again than the present. He | 


' 
. | 

; : | 
anid js ascertained that the receipts have amounted to near | 


18,000,000, which, with the $8,500,000 in the ‘Treasury at 
» beginning of the year, have enabled us, after meeting || 
rrent demands and interest incurred, to pay the sum 
w2,300,000 of the principal of our funded debt, and lett | 
: t the Treasury, on that day, near $14,000,000. Of these, | 
450,000 will be necessary to pay what will be due on the | 
jst day of January next, which will complete the reimburse- 
ment of the eight per cent. stock. These payments, with | 
those made in the six years and a half preceding, will have \| 
exunguished $33,580,000 of the principal of the funded debt; | 
being the whole which could be paid or purchased within | 
the limits of the law and of our contracts; and the amount 
of pnacipal thus discharged will have liberated the revenue || 
from about $2,000,000 of interest, and added that sum au- | 
nually to the disposable surplus.” | 

Such, Mr. President, was the working of the | 

low-duty system—ample and steady revenue, no | 
joans, no taxes, NO paper money, $33,500,000 of | 
public debt paid in eight years, and a surplus of | 
$14,000,000 left in the Treasury—the result not | 
of lands exchanged for paper, but the regular re- 
sult of steady revenue, strict economy, and hard | 
money. How different from the state of things | 
under the high duties of the present day! Instead 

of paying above $30,000,000 of public debt in | 
eight years, we have created near $30,000,000 in 

four years; instead of a surplus in the Treasury, | 
there is a deficit; loans and taxes are the order of 
the day; and, to crown all, we have an illegal and 
fraudulentissue of Federal paper-money currency, 
issued by executive power, and sustained by 
bank alliances. Such is the difference between |! 
the working of the two systems after twenty-five || 
years’ trial of each. l| 

Upon this view of the question, I submit, Mr. || 
President, that I have made good my first asser- || 
tion, and demonstrated the superiority of low | 
duties over high ones, in all that relates to good | 
and wholesome revenue, the ampktude of its | 
amount, the steadiness of the supply, the regu- 
larity of the increase. 

2. I proceed to the next assertion—the superi- 
ority of low duties over high ones, in relation to 
their effect upon agriculture and foreign com- | 
merce. These two interests, in our country, go 
together, and the state of one is a good index to | 
the other. The exports make the imports, and | 
agriculture is at the bottom of the whole. The | 
tables of exports and imports for the two periods | 
which we contrast, will show how agriculture | 
and commerce fared during the continuance of | 
these periods, and to these tables I now have re- 
course. And here I will premise that 1 fully | 
understand the nature of our neutral position 


us 











during the wars of the French revolution, and the 
effect which that neutrality had in promoting im- 
ports for reéxportation. We reéxported much 
from 1791 to 1807, and have reéxported exact! 
as much from 1817 to 1844! Mexico, Sout 
America, and the West Indies, have opened new 
markets for our reéxportations; and it is « fact, 
proved by the custom-house returns to be the 
same. Five hundred and twenty million dollars 
are, as near as I can ascertain from the most 
careful research, the amount of reéxportation for 
each period; so that in a comparison of the for- 
eign trade in each period, they may either be both | 
omitted or both included, as the speaker pleases. 
Finding them included in the tables, | choose to 
use them in that way. The table of revenue has | 
already settled the question in favor of the large 
amount of foreign goods which remained in the 
country for consumption. Duties were only paid | 
on the amount so remaining; and a revenue of 
sixteen or seventeen million dollars from cus- 
toms, with the low duties then paid, show that | 
the importations for home consumption were 
greater then than now. 

{ will now show the tables of exports for these 


nee 


' 
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two periods; and they will be found (each in its 
place) to be characterized by the same features | 
which distinguish the corresponding revenue— | 
the same large amount, steady progress, and reg- 

ular increase in one period—the same excesses 

and deficiencies, risings and fallings, and violent 

fluctuations in the second. Here is the table of 

the first period: 


Table of foreign and domestic exports fromthe United States, | 
from 1791 to 1807. 





Years. Exports. Population. 
ETO. crccinces cwcces ccc ccveccnce $19,012,041 4,000,000 
RIOR. ccrcsecccsdioneesecee eee veccee 20,703,096 : 
LIBR. wccee cecqcacoceds ccccenespensmagtee ee - } 
BIR coe voctccsccsceseseseoseasess 33,026,233 ‘ | 
Peeaa cshececacotsaceb tee eo cccccecs 47,080,472 fe 

LTB s.00060 oo cecccecccccccceccecees 67,064,097 : 

LTT wevcccccccescceces c00ece 600050 zG00; 200 - 

L79B ccc sccccccccces 00 tocesncenen 61,527,097 = 

DEW 0666.0:600000 ccnnvee. conccesees 78,665,522 é 
TEOO co ccccccccccccccsvece coe cccers 70,971,780 5,300,000 
LOO]. .crccccccceccccce cocccs coceee Mish 15,925 - 
ISOB. ..ccccccce 0 00 6000 cence «seeeee 72,483,160 ~ 
Ses ae beccurseevere © cccces cee ++ 600,800,033 - 
BEE is cece cccsve cesnes sccecese cess 77,699,074 

Rc iacivessnds lab bon anes oot .» 95,566,021 \ 

DUUUSGLS socecet passa’ tivnccehanes 101,536,963 - 

BOOM bundy ve cvisccceesedcb ott dees 108,343,150 7,000,000 
BOOBs vecccvceeseesccce seen sasese Embargo. - 


Observe, Mr. President, the regular and on- | 
| ward course of our exports during this period— 


always advancing, always increasing. Begin- 
ning in 1791 at $20,000,000 for four million peo- 
ple, they advance, gradually and regularly, to 
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| comes still more deplorable. 


} 





t 


$108,000,000 in the year 1807, for seven million 
people. This table shows everything that is de- | 


sirable in a regular, flourishing, and prosperous 


| 


44d 


Thus; the rice ex- 
portation, in Mr. Jefferson’s time, was at an 
average of $2,500,000 per annum; and it has since 
fallen as low as $1,500,000 per annum, and is now 
under $2,000,000. Flour, in 1807, was exported 
to the value of $8,250,000; under the high tariff it 
has fallen as low as $3,000,000; has been under 
$5,000,000 for half the time since 1817, and is 
now at $7,333,3334. Indian corn and corn meal 
were exported to the value of $2,500,000 annually, 
under Mr, Jefferson’s administration; in one half 
the years under the new system, this export has 
been less than one million dollars, and is now not 
equal to what it was forty years. Wheat, in 1807, 
was exported to the amount of seven hundred and 
seventy-six thousand bushels: From 1817 to the 
present time,the export of this grain has only once 
risen as high as four hundred thousand bushels; 
has twenty times been under one hundred thou- 
sand, and four times has been less than five thou- 
sand bushels. Tobacco has shared the general fate 
of other agricultural products, and that without 
any attempt at excuse; for people use as much of 
that weed in peace as in war, and in idleness as in 
labor; yet it has shared the same fate as the rest. 
Thus, in the first year of General Washington’s 
administration, (fifty-four years ago,) the export 
of this article was one hundred and one thousand 
hogsheads; the next year it was one hundred and 

twelve thousand; yet, under the high-duty sys- 
tem, this export has repeatedly gone down to 

| sixty or seventy thousand hogsheads, and is now 
at only about one hundred and fifty thousand. 
| To be equal to what it was in Washington's time, 


commerce. Now let us look upon the next one. || would require an export of four hundred thou- 


Behold it: 


Table of foreign and domestic exports from the United 
States, from 1817 to 1843. 


| 


| 
Years. Exports. Population. | 
DUT iis icin:di nd de bulae da vdnw scare 
BONG seca cesdes dN 4496 iS Vasbdetecies 93,281,133 - 
70,142,521 


. 69,691,669 9,638,000 
64,974,382 : 
72,160,281 : 
84,699,030 . 
we. 75,880,657 . 
99,535,388 - 
77,595,322 . 
82,324,829 : 
72,264,680 a 
72,358,671 . 


£1,310,583 
7,176,943 
90,140,433 
. ++ 104,336,973 
. 191,693,577 
128,663,040 
117,419,373 
108,486,616 
«+ 121,028,416 
133,685,946 
121,851,803 
104,691,534 





17,000,000 


eee eee eee eee eee eee) 


'sS 


TB4L ccc cccccccs bees cece cecccece 
1842... cc cece vcce cece cece cecscecs 
1843... 


eee eee eee ene 


of the income from customs during the same time, 
the same plunging and floundering, the same in- 
cessant and violent fluctuation. Commencing at 


exports sunk as low, in 1821, as $64,000,000 for 
ten million people. Then they swell up to 
$99,000,000; then fall back to $72,000,000; then 
dart up to $132,000,000, and fall back, in 1842, to 
$104,000,000. At this amount they stand now, 
being about the same they were at in 1808, when 
the population of the country was little more than 
the one third of what it is at present, when the 
cultivation of the country was not more than a 
third of the present cultivation, and when the great 


our exports) was but a small item in the list of 
exported articles. Taking these circumstances 
into consideration, and the decline of agriculture, 
and of the foreign commerce founded upon it, be- 
comes appalling. Leaving out cotton, and the 
agricultural exports are less now than they were 


in 1808. They then amounted to $48,000,000; 


Such is the general view of our agriculture and 
commerce under the high-duty system, and under 
a tariff incessantly altered for political and mer- 
cenary objects. if presents a deplorable picture 
of their decline; and not only of their decline, but 
of their ruinous revulsions and convulsions. 
Viewed in detail, and in relation to its effect on 
particular articles, and the miserable picture be- 


! 
| 
| 
} 


18,500,000 | | 
Here we have it again, sir. The counterpart || found so if followed from general views to details, 


|| twenty-five years. 
$87,000,000 in 1817, for nine million people, these | 
|| of the Treasury and of commerce. 


| 


| sand hogsheads; for our population has increased 
four-fold since that time. Thus, viewed in the 


| gross, or in the detail, the result is the same— 
agriculture and foreign commerce, as well as rev- 


9,000,000 | enue, have been sacrificed for the last twenty-five 


years, and it is time—high time—that these great 
interests should be restored to the flourishing 
condition which they enjoyed in the first half of 
our national existence. High tariff, political 
tariffing, and their kindred abuse, (excessive 
| banking,) have done this mischief; and it is time 


| for these evils to cease. 
| 
73°840.508 19,866,000 |, Other; the imports, or exports, or revenue, of one 


I protest against the mode sometimes pursued 
here of comparing isolated years against each 


or two years, with those of one or two other years. 
| All such comparisons are fallacious; as much so 
as it would be to examine through a microscope 
a brick or stone from two different buildings, and 
‘then judge of the whole from such microscopic 
| observations of small parts. Systems against sys- 
| tems, periods of time against periods, is the only 
| safe mode of comparison; and in that mode I com- 
are the high duty with the low-duty system. 
he comparison has been found immeasurably to 
the benefit of the latter, and will continue to be 


| from public to private affairs. Individuals have 
| suffered as much as the Government in the last 
Their business also has par- 
taken of the ups and downs, the flights and falls, 
All business 
| has been deranged; expansion one day, contrac- 
| tion another; now a man dealing in hundreds of 


|| thousands, then bankrupt; then coming to Con- 
|| gress for relief laws, or to the Executive for office; 
| and losing the dignity of home independence by 


|| tariff. The same cause which deranged the Treas- 


this humiliating appeal to the Government for 
| support. All has been brought upon us by high 


‘| ury of the Union—which gorged it one day and 
article of cotton (now amounting to two thirds of || starved it another—this same cause deranged the 


| 


|| business of individuals; and, if there is any ex- 


|| tenuation for the humiliating spectacle of the 


| 


| crowds who come to the Federal Government for 
| the means of subsistence, it is in the fact that 
| vicious legislation has brought them to that deg- 
| . . . 

| radation. The two periods which I have con- 
|| trasted are the general picture, and the Govern- 


j 


they only amount to about one hundred million || ment picture, of which the detail is in the people. 
dollars now, of which cotton is near two thirds. || In the first period all was happy and prosperous; 


|| the people were doing well, and were contented; 
| and consumed, when only seven million souls, as 
| much foreign goods, at the then low rates of duty, 
| as gave $16,000,000 of revenue to the Govern- 
| ment; now, the many are impoverished to enrich 
| the few; and eighteen million people, at the pres- 
| ent high rates of duty, pay no more revenue into 
| the Treasury than was paid thirty-four years ago 
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by seven million. Why this difference ? Because || said, proposed several important changes: for in- 


people are poor and distressed now, and their 
affairs all deranged like the Treasury; and form- 
erly they were rich and happy, and their affairs, 
like the then Treasury, prosperous and regular. 
The two tables of revenue which I have produced 
are the key to the exports and imports; a key to 
the condition of the country; a key to the condi- 


tion of the people; and in the order, plenty, and | 
regularity of one, and the disorder, fluctuation, | 
and confusion of the other, you see all that has | 
happened publicly and privately in the two pe- | 


riods of time, and under the two systems, which 
I have been comparing together, or rather con- 
trasting against each other. 

After this exposition, Mr, President, of our ex- 


ports under the protective system, it is hardly |! 


necessary to trouble the Senate with any detailed 
view of our imports during the same period. They 
are obliged to partake of the same character, and 
such is the fact. They have risen as high as | 
$190,000 ,000; they have fallen as low as $64,000,- 
000; and they have plunged and floundered back- 
wards and forwards at all amounts between these | 
two wide extremes. They are now at about 


$100,000,000, which is less than they were at || 


thirty years ago, 
And here, sir, I quit this branch of the case, 


with the confident conviction that I have made || 


stance, it abolished brevet pay, eXtra rations for 
|| separate commands, and gave a specific sum in 
| money in lieu of the allowancenow given for ser- 
_vants and forage; above all, he said, it would 
| save half a million yearly to the Government. 
|| He therefore hoped the House would see the 

ip ae a | of printing the extra number of copies 
ie asked for. 

Mr. HOPKINS said he would like to know 
something more of these reports before ordering 
the printing of extra copies of them. The House 
had just ordered extra copies to be printed of two 
reports of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


|, and one of the Committee on Territories, on the 


subject of the Oregon territory. 

Mr. CROSS moved to.amend the motion by 
printing five thousand extra copies, instead of 
twenty-five hundred. 

The question was taken on Mr. Cross’s amend- 
ment; and it was adopted; and the motion to print, 
as amended, was agreed to. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. McKAY moved to suspend the rules, that 
the House might resolve itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to 


| proceed with the appropriation bills. 


This question was taken by tellers; and decided 
in the negative—ayes 54, noes 66. 





good my second assertion, and proved that agri- 
culture and commerce not only did ‘better under | 
the old system than under the new, but that they | 
flourished in the highest state of prosperity then, 
and have been sunk to the lowest state of depres- | 
sion since. 

{Here Mr. B. intimated that the next branch | 
of his subject would bring him to details which | 
he wished to present in an unbroken chain; and | 
he would; with the indulgence of the Senate, 
having spoken nearly two hours, prefer entering 
upon them to-morrow. } 

The subject was, by unanimous assent, passed 
over informally till to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. BARROW, the bill provid- 
ing for the adjustment of land claims within the 
States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Arkansas, was then taken up. 

It was in the condition of being ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, if no further amend- 
ments were offered; but 

On motion of Mr. BARROW and Mr. JOHN- 
SON, several new amendments were adopted. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, the ‘ ‘Territory 
of lowa ”’ was stricken out of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the State of 
Missouri was included within the provisions of 
the bill. 

Pending a motion by Mr. BARROW to add 


an additional section to the bill, the subject was || 


passed over informally, to afford time for consid- 
ering the effect of such an additional section. 

A great many private bills from the House of | 
Representatives were taken up, read twice, and 
referred to appropriate committees. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, March 25, 1844. 
The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- | 


ness in order would be the call on the States for || 
resolutions. |) 


PAY OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina, observed that | 





having been confined to his room by sickness for | 
more than three weeks, he had not an opportu- | 
nity of making a report which he was charged | 


with from the Military Committee. He there- | 


fore asked the indulgence of the House to allow 
him to make a report on the pay of the Army, 
accompanied by a bill. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. BLACK, of South Carolina; made a re- | 
port on the subject, accompanied by a bill to reg- | 


ulate the pay of the Army; which was read twice, |) 


and referred to the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union, and ordered, with the re- | 
port, to be printed. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to print two 
thousand five hundred extra copies of the report 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, just sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from South Carolina, in | 
relation to the pay of the Army. The bill, he | 


STATE RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. HAMMETT presented resolutions of the 


| 


| Legislature of the State of Mississippi, in relation 


to the removal of the custom-house in that State; 
| which were referred to the Committee on Com- 
| merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr.HOGE presented the following resolutions, 
and a memorial of the Legislature of Illinois: 

A resolution of instruction for the passage of 
an act making an appropriation for the removal 

| of obstructions to the navigation of the western 
waters, 

Also, a preamble and resolutions of said Legis- 
| lature for the passage of an act making an appro- 
| priation to construct a canal around the Des 

Moines and Rock river rapids of the Mississippi 

river; and a resolution of instruction to the Rep- 

resentatives of said State in Congress to use every 

exertion in their power to obtain said appropri- 
| ations. 

Also, a memorial of the General Assembly of 
the State of Illinois, praying an appropriation to 
remove obstructions from the Mississippi river. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Louisiana, to the effect that the 


|, mode of proceeding in civil cases shall be adopted 


in what are called equity cases, in the courts of 
_the United States for the State of Louisiana; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McCLELLAND presented resolutions of 
instruction of the Legislature of Michigan, in 
| favor of a modification of the present tariff law; 
| which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 

printed. 


|| Mr. HAMLIN presented the resolutions of 


| the Legislature of Maine, on the subject of the 
| bill before the House, fixing the day for holding 
the election of electors for President and Vice 
President of the United States; which were laid 
on the table. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, gave notice that, to- 
morrow, or some day thereafter, he would ask 
| leave to introduce a bill to authorize the State of 
| Illinois to grant or sell the saline lands in Jack- 
| son county, in that State. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. McKAY, on leave, and in pursuance of 
notice given, introduced a bill to authorize the 
coinage of one dollar gold pieces at the Mint of 
the United States and its branches; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McCAUSLEN, in pursuance of previous 
| notice, and on leave granted, reported a bill for 

the relief of Benjamin Bean; which was read 
twice, and, together with the papers on file, re- 
. ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
| Mr.WENTWORTH, on leave, introduced a 
| bill to reorganize the district and circuit courts in 
| the State of Illinois; which was read twic and 
| referred to the Judiciary Committee. 





| _Mr. LYON, by leave, introduced a bj 
| vide for the improvement of the entries 


J into th, 
Kalamazoo and Grand rivers, on the easier 


| coast of Lake Michigan; which 
and committed to the Committee 
Mr. L. also, in pursuance of notice, intrody., 

a bill toamend an act confirming certain ln 


ern 
Was read twic, 


on Commer,’ 


| claims in the State of Michigan; which was 
: “ Tread 
twice, and committed to the Committee on P 
| vate Land Claims. 
| On motion of Mr. HARPER, the petition ay) 
| papers of Samuel Drew were recommitted to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
| On motion of Mr. LUCAS, the Speaker 
. ‘ a 
| directed to fill the vacancy in the select commir, 
| on the Massachusetts resolutions, occasjoned by 
| the resignation of Mr. Gitmer. : 


CONGRESSIONAL TEMPERANCE S0ciegty, 


| Mr. PETTIT moved that the use of the Hy) 
| of the House of Representatives be granted fo 
| the Congressional Temperance Society, after 1}, 
| adjournment of the House on Thursday next: 
| which he moved the previousquestion, | 

Mr. HAMLIN called for tellers on secondins 
the demand for the previous question. : 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Puexps api 
Bourke were appointed. 

The question was taken, and there were—ayp, 
seventy-one, which was deemed sufficient, with. 
out counting those in the negative. 

The main question was ordered to be now put; 
and the resolution was agreed to, 


REPORT ON BOUNTY LANDS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved that five thoy. 
sand extra copies of the report in relation t 
bounty lands be printed for the use of the House 
but as objections were made, it went over. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


_ Mr. GIDDINGS offered the following resolu. 
tions: 


Resolved, That the right of amending the Federal Cop. 
stitution, secured to the people in the fifth article thereof, 
resulting from a spirit of concession and compromise essep. 
tial to the formation and preservation of the union of thee 
States, should be held sacred by the friends of the Union. 

Resolved, That the right of amendment extends as clearly 
to that portion of said Constitution which fixes the ratio of 
Federal representation as to any other part of that instru- 
ment. 

Resolved, That every attempt to subvert this important 
right of the people should be promptly and decidedly con 
demned. 


Mr. WELLER moved to lay the resolutions on 
the table. * 

Mr. DICKEY called for the ye and nays, but 
they were not ordered; and the question being 
put, was decided in the affirmative without a di- 
vision. 

So the resolutions were laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. OWEN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings in- 
quire into the expediency and the cost of so enlarging and 
fitting up the room now occupied as a library, as to adaptit 
for a Chamber of Representatives, with a view of removing 
thither, at the next session, the sittings of this House. 


Mr. SLIDELL offered the following resolution; 
which, being objected to, lies over : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of amending existing 
laws, so as to adopt, in the courts of the United States 0 
Louisiana, the mode of proceeding in the courts of said 
State in the civil cases, excepting those of admiralty juts 
diction; and that the said committee be further directed to 
inquire into the expediency of repealing so much of the 
twelfth section of the judiciary act of 24th September, 178, 
as gives to the circuit court of the United States jurisdiction 
of all civil suits at common law, or in equity, when an alien 
is a party, or the suit is between a citizen of the State where 
a suit is brought, and a citizen of another State; and that 
they do report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. LABRANCHE, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the cnpemensy of making an 
| appropriation for the completion of the marine hospital at 
| the town of McDonough, opposite the city of New Or- 
leans. 
| On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, it 
|; was 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 








municate to this House, as soon as practicable, the amount 
of the school fund belonging to each tribe of Indians, either 
in land or poner s whether the same is sold, or what amount 
the lands have brought ; how the fund is secured ; how long 
it, was to run ; how the school fund has been expended from 
year to year ; whether the amount of $10,000, piaced at the 
disposal of the Executive in 1818, is expended annually, 

| and how it has been expended ; whatamount has been 

| to religious or benevolent associations; the objects em- 
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pa in their benevolent labors ; also, what com- 
renin io aie to any societies or individuals for 

cement? that have been made or abandoned in the 
impoval of the tribes. . 
On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, it 





ed. That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
Rovives inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
structs of Tipton and Richardville, in the State of Indiana, 
‘- of preémption to one quarter section of land in 
Be eeuetys for the purpose of locating the county seat of 


said counties. 


On motion of Mr. C. B. SMITH, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 

Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
ro blishing @ post route from Richmond, in Wayne county, 
srs to Liberty, in Union county, via the cross roads at 
; eqnett’s store, in Harrison township, Union county. 


Mr. T. SMITH offered the following resolu- 
tion; but, as it was objected to, it lies over: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
obtain from the bureau of medicine and surgery, and 
oneal to this House, a statement of the number, date, 
and pay and emoluments, of all attendants, of whatever 
kind or denomination, employed in the naval hospitals of 
the United States, including the naval hospital called naval 
asylum, together with the number, ages, and number of 
years’ service of all the pensioners now in the latter hos 
pital, together with a report on the bodily health, or de- 
scription of all the present inmates ; also, the cost, annual- 
iy, of the clothing and support of every pensioner, together 
with any facts showing that these institutions may be more 
economically conducted than at present. 


Mr. WENT WORTH presented the following 
resolution; and it was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a tri-weekly line of four-horse post coaches for 
the purpose of transporting the United States mail from Chi- 
cago, via Babeock’s Grove, St. Charles, Syeamore, Colton- 
ville, and Grand Detour, to Albany, on the Mississippi river, 
in accordance With the petition of rising two thousand cit- 
jzens along said route, and report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the 
State of Illinois all the swamp and inundated lands in the 
Edwardsville, Vandalia, and Kaskaskia land districts, for 
the sole purpose of draining and reclaiming said lands and 
improving the Kaskaskia and Big Muddy river, thereby ren- 
dering the country more healthy, and the remaining Gov- 
ernment lands more valuable. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of raising the salary 
of the judge of the United States district court for the dis- 
trict of [linois, so as to place him upon an equality with 
the district judges of the States of Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and Michigan. 


On motion of Mr. FICKLIN, the following 
was agreed to: 


Whereas the Northern Cross railroad, in the State of Ili- 
nois, is located through a prairie country, in which a very 
large proportion of-the lands have not been sold by the 
General Government; and whereas the public lands will, 
unless said railroad be completed, remain unsold and use- 
less to the Government for a very great number of years ; 
and whereas the interest of this Government, as well as 
people in that section of country, would be essentially pro- 
moted by granting alternate sections of land along the line 
of said road for its completion: Therefore, 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing alternate sections of land along the line of said road, 
for the purpose of aiding in its construction. 








344. ’ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CLINGMAN demanded the yeas and | 
nays; which were ordered; and, being taken, re- || 
sulted—yeas 32, nays 131. 


So the rules were not suspended. 


On motion of Mr. McCONNELL, the follow- 
| ing resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
mint at Goldville, county of Tallapoosa, and State of Ala- 
bama, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, the following 
resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the petition and papers on file relating to 
the claims of the heirs of Captain John Marks, deceased, 
be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 














tion; which, he observed, referred to that offered 
| by Mr. Huparp some weeks ago, and asked for 
the previous question: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the resolution referred to 
them relative to the operation of the late bankrupt law; 

| and that the same be referred to the @resident of the Uni- 
| ted States, and that he be requested to get all the informa- 
tion therein desired, and report the same to this House at 
an early day. 

The demand for the previous question being 

seconded, 

Mr. CLINGMAN asked for a division of the 

| question, so as to take it first on discharging the 
committee, and next on the reference to the Pres- 
ident of the United States. 
| Mr. ADAMS objected to the latter part of the 
| resolution, calling on the President of the United | 
| States to report to the House. He, therefore, 
| submitted that the resolution must go over on 
notice of debate. 
| Mr. HOUSTON observed that the resolution 
had been received, and that it was too late then | 
to object to it. The gentleman could vote against | 
the second branch if he disapproved it. 
Mr. ADAMS said that he wished to debate it. 
The SPEAKER said that it was in order for 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to object to 
the resolution when it was first offered, but it 

having been received without objection, and the | 
| previous question being moved on it, it was too 
| late to object now. 


| of the resolution, to discharge the Committee on 
| the Judiciary from the further consideration of 
the subject, and agreed to without a division, 


| 
Mr. HOUSTON offered the following resolu- | 
| 


The question was then taken on the first branch || 


443 





United States has a clear and undisputable title to all the 
country on the northwest coast of America, commonly 


| called the Oregon, from the forty-second parallel of north 
|| latitude, to fifty-four degrees forty minutes of north lati- 
tude. 


2. That it is the imperious duty of the Government of the 
United States to take possession of all the country owned 
by it on the northwest coast, and to organize such a terri- 


| torial government as wil) give ample aud complete protec 
| Hon to our citizens in that quarter. 


Mr. BLACK asked the gentleman from Mis- 
souri to accept the following as a modification of 
his resolution: 


ind resolved, That it is expedient and conducive to the 
best interests of the country, that Texas should be rean 
nexed to the United States as soon as the annexation can 
be accomplished upon fair and legitimate principles. 


Mr. HUGHES accepted the amendment as a 
modification of his resolution, and renewed the 
| call for the previous question. 

Mr. McDOWELL called for a division of the 
| question, so as to take the vote separately on the 
| two subjects of Oregon and Texas. 
| Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to lay the res- 
| olution, as modified, on the table. 
| Mr. HUGHES called for the yeas and nays; 
_ which were ordered. 
Mr. GREEN, of Kentucky, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. He did not know what 
| boundaries the resolution called for, or whether 
we had a right to all the country it designated, and 
wished to examine that question before he voted. 

He hoped the resolution would be laid on the table 
| for the present. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL suggested that the best 
| course would be to let the resolution lie over for 

a day or two, till the gentleman had examined 

into it, 

Mr. SAMPLE asked if it was in order to move 
to divide the question, so as to take it first on lay- 
ing the two branches of the resolution on the table 
“as ? 
‘he SPEAKER said that the motion to Jay on 
the table was not divisible. 

Mr.WELLER wished to inquire, if the House 
should refuse to lay the resolution on the table, 
and then adopt the first branch of it, if it would 
be in order to move to lay the second branch on 
the table ? 
| The SPEAKER said he would decide that 
| question when it came up. 

‘| The question was then taken; and decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas 106, nays 66; as follows: 


| Mr. UNT, of New York, moved to lay the 
| latter branch of the resolution on the table. 
Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Baker, 
Barringer, Benton, Brengle, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Jere- 
miah Brown, Buffington, Campbell, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, 
nays ee a oa — yo oo 

. * . ichard D. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, Dillingham, 
r. HOUSTON wished to know if the motion | Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Foot, Giddings, Wiilis 
to lay the second branch of the resolution on the || Green, Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Har- 


| table was in order, after the first branch had been || per, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
adopted ? | James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. 
: . . Ps. "rest King, Kirkpatri 
The SPEAKER said that it was. ___| doen, dot P- Rennes reion King, Kink 
Mr. HUNT, of New York, withdrew his mo- || MeCleliand, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph 
tion to lay the resolution on the table. | we ae an eek naan Sa 
: | ton, Elisha R. Potter, Pra reston, Ramsey, Rathbun, 
The question being taken on the second branch, Reding, Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, Russell, Sar 
referring the subject to the President of the Uni- \| ple, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H.. Seymour, 
| ted States, it was agreed to without a division. || David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Albert Smith, Spence, 
|| Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Strong, Summers, 


Mr. PAYNE submitted the following resolu- || 





Mr. HARDIN offered the following, on which 
he demanded the previous question: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re- 
quested to inform this House what amount of revenue has 
been collected during the present fiscal year, up to the Ist 
of March last, distinguishing between the receipts from 
sales of public lands, and from duties on imports ; and that 
he also inform this House what is the amount of imports 
and exports up to the Ist of March; also, that a copy of the 
bill to modify the existing tariff laws, reported by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, be sent to the said Secretary 
of the Treasury; and that he be requested to report to this 
House what he estimates would be the revenue produced 
by said bill, taking the average amounts of imports for the 
last five years as the basis of the estimates. 


Objection was made in several quarters. 

Mr. HARDIN moved a suspension of the rules, 
on which the yeas and nays were ordered; and, 
being taken, resulted—yeas 84, nays 82; which 
was less than a majority of two thirds, and there- 
fore the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. McCLERNAND offered the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
Structed to inquire into the expediency of ceding the pub- 
lic lands to the States in which they lie, upon such terms 
8s shall be devmed fair and equitable to all concerned. 


Which being objected to, 
* Mr. McCL RNAND moved a suspension of 
the ruleg. 





> : | | Sykes, Thomasson, Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Wheaton, 
| tion; which was considered, and agreed to: || White, Williams, Winthrop, and William Wright—106.  * 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to re- NAYS—Mesers. Atkinson, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, 

rt to this House the reasons why the information required || Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, William J. Brown, 

y the resolution offered by the Hon. Mr. Surevps, of Ala- || Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Coles, 
bama, in relation to the cost of articles imported from for- |; Cross, Cullom, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
eign countries into the United States, on the 3d of March, Dellet, Douglas, Dromgoole, Foster, French, Haralson, 

} 


1843, together with that called for by the resolution on the | Hardin, Henley, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, 
same subject offered by the Hon. R. Cuapman, during the || Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew 
present session has not been furnished, and when it may | Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Labranche, 
be expected. || Lucas, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, Norris,Owen, 






° . _ || Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, David S. Keid, Relfe, Rhett 
Mr. BOWLIN submitted the following reso- || gifei’ ‘Thomas Smith, Robert Smith. Steenrod, Stiles, 


|| Stone, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, 
Woodward, and Joseph A. Wrigit—66. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. CROSS, it was 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 
|| structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing such 
|| citizens of the United States as were included within the 
\| limits of Texas on a survey of the boundary line between 
|| the two countries, to bring their property in the United 
'| States in all cases where they settle in and become citizens 
| thereof. 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a mail route from Paractifta, in Sevier connty, 
Arkansas, via the settlement on Casititi Bayou, to Boon- 
Hy ville, in Scott county, of said State. 
Mr. McCLELLAND submitted the following 
| resolution; which, being objected to, goes over: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


lution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency 
if so revising and remodeling the criminal laws of the Uni- 


Indian country, without the jurisdiction of any particular 


petration of offenses upon persons or property in said In- 
dian country. 


Mr. RELFE offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


establishing a post route from Fredericktown, in the county 
of Madison, by the three forks of Black river, and the county 
seat of Wright county, to Springfield, in Green county, Mis- 
souri. 


tion, and called for the previous question on it. 
Resolved, 1. That in the opinion of this House, the 


ted States as are applicable to offenses perpetrated in the | 


State, but within the jurisdiction of the United Stet, so | 
as to provide adequate and proper punishments foc the per- | 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


‘ Mr. HUGHES offered the following resolu- | 
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sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- | thereon; which, being taken, resulted—yeas 54, 


ing the provisions of the pension laws to those who served | 
three months as soldiers in the revolutionary war; and of 
rescinding so much of said laws, and the regulations under | 
the same, as requires proof of service, in cases where pen- | 
sions are continued to widows after the death of their hus- 
bands; and where proof of such service was made by such | 
husbands before their death to the proper Departinent. 

Mr. LEVY submitted three resolutions in one. 

Mr. ADAMS objected to such a course, as an | 
evasion of the rule. 

The SPEAKER said that no gentleman could 
present more than one resolution at a time. 

Mr. LEVY explained, that the day fixed for 
the territorial business was one of the days of the 
ensuing week, and hence the necessity for the 
introduction of the resolutions at this time. 

Mr. ADAMSstill objected, and gave notice that 
he should debate the second resolution. 

_Mr. LEVY then presented the first of the se- 
ries of resolutions; which was agreed to, as fol- | 
lows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
directed to inquire into the propriety of making provision | 
for the completion of public buildings in Florida. I) 


Mr. LEVY moved a suspension of the rules to 
enable him to offer the second resolution. 
Mr. ADAMS again intimated that he desired || 
to debate it. i 
The SPEAKER put the question on suspend- 
ing the rules, and there not being two thirds in 
the affirmative, the rules were not suspended. 


| 
| 


On motion of Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, it | 
was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House the several sums of money | 
appropriated to defray the expenses of the Legislative As- || 
sembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, specifying the date 
and the object of such appropriations. Also, the several | 
sums of money allowed and paid at the Treasury Depart- 
ment for the above purpose, specifying the date of such 
payments, and the names of the persons to whom, and the | 
object for which, such payments have been made. Also, 
the amount of such expenses, disallowed or suspended, 
specifying the names of the persons in whose favor, and | 


the object for which such expenses were incurred. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the following || 
resolution; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and || 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency and | 
necessity of establishing the following mail routes in the 
Territory of lowa: From Dubuque, via township eighty- 
nine north, in ranges one and two west, and the southwest 
corner of township ninety, of range two west; thence 
by the “colony,” or ** Moreland’s settiement,”’ and Ead’s 
Grove to Fort Atkinson, on Turkey river. Also from Du- 
buque, in two-horse coaches, via Cascade and Marin, to 
Towa City. 


The States and Territories having been called || 
through, 
1| 


; 





The SPEAKER proceeded again to call them || 
in reversed order. 

Mr. LEVY offerred the following resolution, | 
being the second of a series previously offered, || 
but objected to: | 

| 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be di- 
rected to inquire how far it may be advisable for this House || 
to take action in reference to charters for incorporation | 
granted in the several Territories since their organization, | 
with a view of relieving the said Territories from the effects 
of unwise or hasty legislation of this descripuon, before 
their erection into States. 


On this resolution the previous question was 
demanded. 

Mr. ADAMS again declared his intention to | 
debate this resolution. 

The SPEAKER put the question on second- | 
ing the demand for the previous question, but 
tellers were called for; and Messrs. Tuomasson 
and Tucker were appointed. They reported— 
me fifty-four; which was nota sufficient num- 

r. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

The resolution then went over under the rule. 


Mr. LEWIS offered the following resolution, 
and demanded the previous question thereon: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
authorized to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
President of the United States, when he shall be officially 
notified that any one of certain foreign Governments (to be 
designated by law) has reduced the duties on American 
pork, beef, grain, and breadstuffs, or either of these arti- 
cles, to an ad valorem standard of less than twenty per 
centum, at once, by proclamation, to admit articles of equiv- || 
alent commercial importance and magnitude (the products 
of said foreign Governments) to be introduced into the Uni- 
ted States at a corresponding rate of duty—the said articles || 


of equivalent commercial importance to be designated by | 
law. 


Mr. CARROLL moved to lay the resolution , 
on the table, and called for the yeas and nays || 


| 
| 
| 


nays 93; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Baker, Bidlack, Jeremiah Brown, 
Buffington, Cary, Carroll, Coliamer, Cranston, Garrett Da- 
vis, Richard D. Davis, Dickey, Ellis, Foot, Foster, Giddings, 
Byram Green Hubbell, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Charlies 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. 
Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 
Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward - Morris, Moseley, Nes, Patter- 
son, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Rockwell, Rogers, 
Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, David L. Seymour, 
Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Andrew Stewart, 
Summers, Thomasson, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, White, 
William Wright, and Yost—54. 

NAYS—Messrs Adams, Anderson, Ashe,Atkinson, Bar- 
ringer, Benton, Boyd, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, 
Burke, Burt, Caldwell,Campbell,Catlin, Reuben Chapman, 
Chappell, Clineh, Clingman, ‘Cobb, Coles, Cross, Dana, 


|| Daniel, John W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellett, Dick - 


inson, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Eimer, Ficklin, French, Willis 
Green Grinnell, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hardin, 


| Harper, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Hun- 
| gerford, Cave Johnson, George W. Jones, Kirkpatrick, - 
| Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lyon, McCausien, Maclay, Mc- 


Clelland, MeConnell, McKay, Joseph Morris, Murphy, 
Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Pettit, Emery D. Potter, 
Pratt, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Robinson, Rus- 
sell, Saunders, Thomas H. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell, 
Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John 
Stewart, Strong, Svkes, Thompson.Tibbatts, Tucker, Went- 


| worth, Wheaton, Williams, and Woodward—93. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 
Mr. LEWIS demanded the previous question; 


| which being seconded, and the main question 
| ordered to be put, ‘‘ Shall the resolution be adopt- 
| ed?’ the yeas and nays were demanded and or- 


dered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 88, nays 


| 56. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. HOPKINS moved to suspend the rules 
that the House might resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
which was negatived. 


Mr. BLACKWELL offered the following res- 


olution; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of having 
the property of the United States, within the District of Co- 
lumbia, assessed, that Congress may know what amount of 


appropriations should be made for the benefit of said Dis- 


trict, in proportion to the amount paid annually by the cit- 


|, izens of the District. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered the follow- 
ing resolution; which was considered, and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the papers in the case of John W. Custer, 


| heretofore referred to the Committee of Claims, and by that 
| committee reported upon adversely, be referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Judiciary, with instructions to jnquire whether 
the evidence of the loss of the horse in this case is not suf- 
ficient to establish the fact under the law of Congress of 
October 14, 1837, upon strictly legal principles of evidence. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted the following 


| resolution; which was read, and debate arising 
|, thereon, it was laid over under the rule: 


Resolved, That a select committee of nine members be 


|| appointed, who shall have power to revise the rules and 


orders of the House as adopted, and that they have leave to 
report at any time. 


Mr. TIBBATTS submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether any, and if any, what legisia- 
tion is necessary so to regulate the practice in suits in chan- 
cery in the courts of the United States as that the record 
shall contain the whole of the poe in such suits, 
and that any error in them may be revised in the Supreme 
Court. 


On motion of Mr. COBB, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency and 
propriety of establishing a tri-weekly mail route from Gains- 
ville, Georgia, to Dahlonega, Georgia ; and that they report 
by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. BURT submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the select committee, to which was re- 
ferred, on the 22d of December last, the resolves of the Le- 
gislature of Massachusetts, proposing an amendment of the 


| Constitution of the United States, be required to report, to- 


morrow morning, the resolution to which that committee 
came on the 10th of February last, and also the journal of 
that committee. 


Mr. ADAMS objected, and gave notice of de- 
bate; and the resolution went over, under the 
rules. 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved a suspension of the 
rules, but withdrew the motion. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allow- 
ing @ pension to Mrs. Nancy Hardel, of Harvey district, 
South Carolina, the widow of a revolutionary soldier. 
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Mr. WOODWARD submitted the follows. 
resolution: ing 
Resolved, That the select committee Bee 
ferred, on the 22d of December last, the resolveceynat? 


islature of Massachusetts, proposing an an , 
Gonsticarion of the United tates, te required tant te 


Wednesday morning next, the resolution to which that > 
inittee came on 161 Com. 
fone of that a ie of February last, and aise We 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the r i 
the table. on 

Mr. SAMPLE wished to state to the Ho 
that the committee would be ready to report’ 
morrow week. They had only been delayed by 
the sickness of a member of the committee, | 

Mr. BURT wished also to inform the House 
that the committee had resolved to report |as, 
Saturday, but this resolve was reconsidered and 
they adopted a resolution to report next Satur. 
day. He added, that, in his opinion, the Hou, 
had no assurance that the committee would re. 
port at any time. 

Mr. ADAMS made a statement in relation t) 
the action of the committee, the substance of 
which was, that two members—of which th. 
gentleman from South Carolina was one—ha4 
agreed on a report embodying their views, which 
had been laid before the committee; that he hin. 
self had presented his report to the committee 
and that each of the other members had for him. 

self drawn up a report and laid before them, with 


e 


the exception of the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Sampxe,] and the gentleman from Maine, 
who was sick. These reports, he said, would 
be in so as toenable the committee to report next 
| Saturday. 

| The question was then taken on laying the 
| resolution on the table; and decided in the affirm. 
| ative—ayes 60, noes 52. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

; On motion of Mr. REID, of North Carolina, 


| it was 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen. 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency ot grant- 


ing a pension to Mary Crysal, and that the accompanying 
| papers be referred to said committee. 


On motion of Mr. RHETT, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
| to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to supply and Keep in repair the buoys and lights heretofore 
Senne by law, on the bar of St. Helena, South Caro- 
ina. 


On motion of Mr. DEBERRY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
| establishing a post route from Jamestown to Mocksville, 
| North Carolina. 


| On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be di- 
| rected to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
| priation for the payment of Virginia revolutionary land 
| bounty warrants which have been issued and are still due 








to revolutionary soldiers or their heirs. 


Mr. SAUNDERS offered the following reso- 
| lution, which was read; and, debate arising there- 
| on, it was laid over, under the rules: 





Resolved, That it is inexpedient to fix a day of adjour- 
ment until the Texan and Oregon questions and the tarif 
and retrenchment bills shall have been acted on by both 
Houses of Congress. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasuy be directed 
to report to this House the amount of receipts into the 
Treasury during the present fiscal year, from customs, from 
the sales of the public lands, and from all other sources; 
and that he accompany it with the estimate of the probable 
receipts from the same source during the remainder of the 
fiscal year. 

Resolved, further, That the Secretary also report to this 
House the amount of expenditures during the present fiscal 
year, as far as ascertained ; and the balances of unexpend- 
ed appropriations on the Ist of March instant. 


On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, it was 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Joint Committee on 
the Library to inquire into the propriety of adopting means 
for the purchase and publication of the writings of the late 
James Madison. 


On motion of Mr. STEENROD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of increasing the 
rade of service from horse mail to two-horse post coaches 
rom the Cumberland road to Morgantown, Waynesbury, 
Pennsylvania, to the city of Wheeling. 


On motion of Mr. SAUNDERS, it was 


Resolved, That the a on ae — 
be instructed to inquire into pee lowing 
heirs of the late Colonel William Grayson the commutation 
pay due to him as an officer in the Continental army during 
the war of the Revolution, and who was reduced in pursu- 
ance ate resolutions of Cougress of the 3d and 21st Octo- 
ber, 1780. 
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followin “On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, under the oper- || The question was then put upon seconding the | leans. Mr. B. remarked that he believed there 
Which was on of the previous question, it was || demand for the previous question; and the votes | was a general bill for this purpose reported in the 
Wes Of they” aio ived, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested being counted, there were—ayes one hundred, | other House; which was referred to the Commit- 
ndment of 1, Peniah this House with a tabular ea hea sete. Py || noes not counted. tee on Finance. 
tes eer ty reparate columns, tevent for each year, from the Ath day of | So there was a second. Also, a petition from Margaretand Agnes Big- 
and a tures O" 1835, till the 4th day of March, 1843. Also, the esti- | The main question was then ordered to be put, ham, the heirs of Ihomas Armor, deceased, a@ 
tue March‘ propriations, and expenditures, during the same || being upon the adoption of the amendment; and _ soldier of the revolution, praying compensation 
80lution miirs respectively » ae Leelee ms roe note pert = || upon this question the yeas and nays were de- for his services; which was referred to the Com- 
on propriation, and sr areag, the Hany the Lestelaters a manded and ordered; and being taken, resulted— | mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 
the Hous: mal Oey. Al80, the contingent expenses of each, the | yeas 82, nays 84. , Also,a memorial from John Ss. Gibons, of the 
© report - “ eitures for the execution of treaties, and ewe of So the amendment was rejected. county of Lehigh, Pennsylvania, in which he 
delayed | or jes under ee a aie ata paeeinees Mr. HARALSON, on giving his vote for the | enters into some comments in favor of the present 
mittee. y expenses of che paid for Indian lands. Also, a state-_ amendment, said he wished it understood he did | tariff, and asking that it may not be disturbed by 
the Hous Darcie Orie the expenditures on account of Indian wars. || not attribute its language or sentiment to Mr. | new legislation; which was referred to the Com- 
Teport las: Kiso the a. from the 4th of cet node a to Gly. |, mittee on Finance. 
idered, ang of Mareh, 1 aie fr Fey ena | t. THOMPSON moved to lay the resolution | | Mr. MOREHEAD presented a memorial from 
neXt Saty:. 4 of are of pensions and other claims growing out | 7 the table. : itz H. Armstrong, and numerous other citizens 
the House eo wars with England. Also, all payments, within Mr. HAMLIN moved a reconsideration of the || of Erie county, Pennsylvania, praying that the 
| Would pp. riod last named, On account of public buildings and || vote by which the amendment was rejected, and | tariff of 1842 may not be repealed, unless, from 


relation to 


ds connected therewith ; and the date of the laws un- | 
which such buildings were authorized to be constructed. 
oe the unexpended balances of appropriation on the 4th 











asked if it was a debatable question. 





; ascertained facts, it be demonstrated that such 
The SPEAKER said that the question was not || change was necessary. 


It represents that the 


stance of “f March, 1829, 1833, 1837, 1841, and on the 4th of March, | debatable. || workshops in that section are in a prosperous 
which the 1843. : ‘| Mr. HAMLIN moved that the House adjourn; || condition—the effects of the present tariff; which 
one—had Mr. DICKINSON moved a suspension of the | and the yeas and nays having been demanded and | was referred to the Committee on Finance. _ 
WS, which rules, for the purpose of taking upa resolution | ordered, the motion was rejected—yeas 78, nays |; Also, a petition from Catharine Gale, praying 
at he him. offered by him on the 3d day of January, which | 86. | for a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
“OMMittee was partially considered on the 10th of the | Mr. THOMPSON remarked that the question _ tee on Pensions. 
d for him: same month, and an amendment proposed by | now pending was on the motion of the gentleman Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials nu- 
them, with Mr. C. Jounson, on which the question is now | from Maine [Mr. Hamuiy] to reconsider; which, | merously signed by citizens of Albany, Oswego, 
1 Indiana vending. The resolution calls on the Secretary | together with the whole subject, he now moved | Walden, Johnston, Skaneateles, and Onandaga 
ym Maine. re the Treasury to report the liabilities of the | to lay on the table. || Hollow, New York, in favor of the present tariff, 
uid, would Government in 1841. , Mr. WELLER, Mr. MORRIS of Pennsylva- || and remonstrating against the passage of the bill 
eport next Mr. D. called for the yeas and nays on his mo- || nia, and others, called for the yeasand nays; but | reported by the Committee of Ways and Means 
tion to suspend; and being ordered, they were | the motion to adjourn was renewed; and the yeas || in the House of Representatives for its modifica- 
aying the taken—yeas 75, nays 81. \| and nays were ordered and taken thereon, and || tion; which were referred to the Committee on 
the affirm. So the rules were not suspended. resulted—yeas 82, nays 79. Finance. a 
After the yeas and nays were called for,and | So the House agreed to adjourn. |. Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from Pa- 
le. before they were taken, ate es |, tience Brown, of Florence, in the county of Oneida, 
Caroli Mr. McK AY, chairman of the Committee of | New York, aged eighty-three years, the widow 
ina, Ways and Means, stated that he had a letter from IN SENATE. | of Samuel Brown, of the war of the Revoluticn, 
onary Pes the Secretary of the Treasury, which he wished Tvespay, March 26, 1844. || praying that the pension which she received under 
Cy Of grant. read, showing that it would take six months, with | The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | the act of 1838, may be continued to her during 
rom pauiying twenty clerks to answer the resolution. Bandas sedess Cloud ten Grebe Bememeenescoas | her natural life; which was referred to the Com- 
The reading of the letter was objected to, and eee ee : P ’ mittee on Pensions. 
. municating, in compliance with law, abstracts of Fel Sol i 
the yeas and nays ordered on the motion to sus- | -tuing of American registered seamen for the | .//80»® memorial of Egbert Egberts and others, 
be directed pend, and resulted as stated above. | enapieneine Stele in ot Spitiaininks om of Cohoes, in the county of Albany, remonstrat- 
PFO priation NEDY, of Maryland, offered the || te 8 P 2 : “py. |, ing against the passage of the bill reported in the 
5 heretofore Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, offered the | motion of Mr. Hunrineron, was ordered to lie | 142..°. of Representatives for the modification of 
jouth Caro- following resolution, and called for the previous || on the table, and be printed. a eee are , 
question: : the tariff of 1842; which was referred to the Com- 
3 Resolved, That this House approve and adopt the follow- REPORT OF B. M. BUTLER. mitiee on Finance. ; 
Office and ing opinions, as munpennee Sy Gensiel fackemn * einketes On motion of Mr. BARROW, it was “a Sa ees ee Se eararaen M. 
‘ toDr. L. H. Coleman,o arrenton, North Carolina, date . , . bres and one hundred and eight others 
verve Mel April 26, 1824, to wit: That lead, iron, copper, hemp, and Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of Ww ar, made | citizens oF Chita aign county, Illinois, prayin , 
Oocksville, 1 “being the great materials of our national defense, || OP the 15th instant, communicating a copy of the report of | . I pag ty, » praying 
oer wale w have extended to them adequate and fair pro- | B. M. Butler, agent of the United States for the Cherokee |) for the establishment of a mail route from Lafay- 
was tio ries and laborers may be placed | !™dians, be printed. ette, Indiana, to Springfield, Illinois; which was 
tection, that our manufactori y be p k 
ids be di- ina fair competition with those of Europe, and that we may PETITIONS, ETC. i referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
on appre. have within car country & supply of thoes pyar ey 4 ee The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a pe- | Post Roads. 
mary lan portant articles so cssential to war; that we h e ve L \ 11 . 
re eull due {00 long sabject to the policy of British merchants; andthat | tition of Charles Huges, of Alabama, a revolu- || Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial from 
itis time we should become a little more Americanized, | tionary soldier, praying for a pension; which was |, George W. Strong and others, of Rutland county, 
ing reso- and, instead of feeding the paupersand laborers of England, | referred to the Committee on Pensions. | Illinois, remonstrating against the passage of the 
ng there- Sede aetna eee serene tariff is ne- || _ Also, a preamble and resolutions passed by the || bill reported in the House for the modification of 
faatitcaseintiin anmetives oo which the enfeu? of out || ae Council of the Territory of Florida, || the tariff of 1842; which was referred to the Com- 
f adjoun- country and liberty depend; and last, though not least, give | in favor of a division of the Territory, and the | mittee on Finance. : 
i the tariff 4 proper distribution to oar labor, which must prove bene- || formation of two territorial governments therein; Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial 
mn by both ficial to the happiness, independence, and wealth of the | which, on motion of Mr. Kine, was referred to | from James Banker, of Oakland county, Michi- 
community.?? ; atid ’ rd ee 
. ._. || the Committee on Territories. | gan, a soldier in the two wars with England, 
Mr. WINTHROP moved that th l i | ; : 
be a moved that the resolution Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from || praying a pension; which was referred to the 
e directed we on the table. | Joseph Lynch, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, |} Committee on Pensions. 
. hae te pon this motion the yeas and nays were de- | setting forth that it would be greatly to the benefit || Also, a memorial from George P. Clark and 
te arta manded and ordered; and being taken, resulted— | of the mechanical, manufacturing, producing, and || others, miners, and citizens of the State of [Ili- 
» probable sw 19, nays 119. : | commercial interests of Pennsylvania, to enlarge || nois, setting forth that there are great frauds 
der of the M the resolution was not laid on the table. || the home market for the iron, coal, and other || growing out of the present arrangement in con- 
ee tr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, renewed his products of her shops and manufactories; which, || ducting the mineral lands; which was referred to 
me a nd for the previous question; and the vote | jt appears, can readily be done, by the annexa- || the Committee on Public Lands. 
nexpend- ae the demand was taken by tellers, | tion of the territory of Texas io the United|} Mr. HENDERSON presented resolutions 
and resulted—ayes 61, noes 86. || States; and praying Congress to proceed to do || adopted by the Legislature of Mississippi, in- 
vas the previous question was not ordered. | so without unnecessary delay; which was referred || structing the Senators and requesting the Repre- 
mittee on _ Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved the follow- | to the Committee on Foreign Relations. } sentatives from that State to use proper exertions 
ng means ing amendment, and demanded the previous ques- | Also,a memorial from the Chamber of Com- || to have the custom-house now located at Perling- 
: ’ P q : : : I} ; . 
wrk tion: | merce of Philadelphia, asking Congress to make |; ton removed to Shieldsborough, in the bay of 
Resolved, That this House approve of the sentiments of | an appropriation for the repair of the piers at Port || St. Louis; which were referred to the Committee 
fa "4 Henry Rg ag ed > Geaaeak Waren - | Penn, in the river Delaware; which was referred || on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
a 8 Ps Pp . 7s 
wing the the compromise act. Look to revenue alone for the sup- || °° the Committee on Commerce. | Mr. EVANS presented the petition and papers 
coaches port of Governinent. Do not raise the question of protec- Also, six memorials from different parts of | of Adin Stanley, praying for an invalid pension; 
nesbury, tion, which I hoped had been put to rest; there is no ne- || Pennsylvania, in favor of continuing the present |} which were referred to the Commiitee on Pen- 
cessity for protection.” || tariff of duties, unless demonstrated by ascer- || sions. ; 
_ Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether the sub- | tained facts that some change in it was necessary; Mr. ALLEN presented resolutions adopted by 
a : ces ew tg 
y Claims ject would not go over, in consequence of a prop- || which were referred to the Committee on Finance. || the Legislature of Ohio, requesting the Senators 
wing the osition to arnend having been made? Also, a petition from the sare directors, and Representatives from that State to use their 
The SPEAKER replied, that the previous || and company of the Bank of Pennsylvania, pray- || influence to procure an appropriation from the 
, v en demanded, if that demand || ing Congress to indemni at institution fora | avails of the sa an ndian re- 
pmen question having be ded, if that demand g Cong to ind fy that institution f | Is of the sales of the Wyandot Ind € 
st Octo- were seconded, it would bring the House to a | Treasury note of $500, received in the course of || serve lands, for the construction of several rail- 


Vote first tipon the amendment, and afterwards | 
upon the Original resolution. 


business, and which a rs to have been one of | 


thosé stolen from the United States at New Or- 


roads in the State of Ohio; which was referred to 


| the Committee on Finance 
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Mr. TAPPAN said he had received m meme- | 


rial, with a request that he should present it to | 
the Senate, (about the propriety of doing so he | 
had some doubts,) remonstrating against the an- 
nexation of Texas to the United States. 
from Solomon Sturges and others, citizens of 
Ohio. The memorialists express the opinion that 


the admission of Texas would be tantamount to | 


a proposition for the dissolution of the Union of 
the States, and to involve the country both ina 
foreign and domestic war. Mr. T. was of the 
opinion that it would have been better if the re- 
monstrance had been sent to the Executive in- 
stead of the Senate. But he would ask leave to 
present it, and have it laid on the table; and, if 


the question should come up before the Senate, | 


the opinion of the memorialists could be con- 
sidered. 


Mr. BATES presented the proceedings of a | 
= meeting of the citizens of Northampton, | 


fassachusetts, without distinction of party, ac- 
companied by a resolution, remonstrating against 
the annexation of Texas to the Union, and ex- 
pressing the opinion that there is no power in the 
Constitution by which a foreign State can be ad- 
mitted into the Union without the consent of all 
the other States, and setting forth, in strong 
terms, the inexpediency of such annexation; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, made an adverse report | 
on the petition of the heirs of John Houston, a 
surgeon in the army of the Revolution, for ser- 
vices in that capacity; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 

| 
| 


Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, | 
to which had been referred memorials of the Le- 


gislatures of the States, and from the inhabitants || 


of Ouuio, and various other States, praying for an | 
extension of the act of 1842, providing for the | 
surviving widows of revolutionary officers and | 
soldiers, reported a bill concerning pensions to 
certain widows; the purpose of which was to | 
prolong the act of last session (which granted a 
pension for one year) four years more—making | 
the grant of a pension five years in all; which was | 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which had been referred House bill | 
for relief of Thomas Hunter and Alexander Cald- 
well, reported it back without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Claims, | 
reported a bill for the relief of William Rich; | 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


and, with the report accompanying, ordered to || 


> 


be printed. 
lso, from the Committee on Patents and the 

Patent Office, reported a bill for the relief of the 
representatives of William Emmons; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Several adverse reports of standing committees 
on private claims were taken up, and concurred in 
by the Senate. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


On motion of Mr. PHELPS, it was 


Ordered, That fifteen hundred extra copies of the report 
of the Commissioner of Patents be printed for the use of | 
the Senate, 


JAMES M. M'INTOSH. 


The bill for the relief of James M. Mcintosh, | 
a commander in the United States Navy, was 
taken up as in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. PEARCE explained that the bill allowed | 
2,500 per annum during the time this officer was | 
flag captain of a squadron, made so by the com- 
mand of Commodore Dallas. 
After a few remarks by Messrs. WRIGHT 
and WOODBURY, the bill was reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 


The bill to amend the act entitled ‘* An act to 
establish the northern boundary line of the State 
of Ohio, and to provide for the admission of the 
State of Michigan into the Union, on the condi- 
tions therein expressed,’’ approved June 15, 1836, | 
was taken up as in Committee of the Whole, | 
considered, reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


= 


lt was || 


| remarks of yesterday. 


| 
‘} 
; 
| 


| 
| 


MARK SIMPSON. ° 
On motion of Mr. BAYARD, the bill which 


|| had been reported from the Committee on Mili- 


| tary Affairs, for the relief of Mark Simpson, was 
| taken up, and recommitted to the Committee on 
| Pensions. 
| 
HEIRS OF THOMAS NELSON. 

| On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, the vote of 

the Senate concurring in the adverse report of the 
_ Committee on Revolutionary Claims, in the case 
of the heirs of Thomas Nelson, was reconsid- 
ered,and the report was ordered to lie on the table. 


HEIRS OF WILLIAM GRAYSON. 
On motion of Mr. ARCHER, leave was granted 


to take from the files the petition of the heirs of || 


| Colonel William Grayson. 
COMPROMISE ACT-——THE TARIFF. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the resolution reported 
from the Finance Committee, for the indefinite 
| postponement of the bill introduced by Mr. Mc- 

bore for the reduction of the rate of duties 
'under the present tariff to the standard of the 
| compromise act. 
Mr. BENTON resumed, in continuation of his 
He said: 

3. I proceed, Mr. President, to my third asser- 
tion, which applies to manufactures, and asserts 
their prosperity before the late war, and before 


1 the protective system was invented. It is a great 


| mistake to suppose that they have grown up un- 
| der that system; they were well established and 
| flourishing before that system was dreamed of; 


|, and of this I have the highest evidence in my 


hand. 

It is known that the Congress of the United 
States directed the census returns of the year 1810 
to include the state of our manufactures, and that 
| these returns, though very imperfect, from the fear 
| which many people had that a scheme of ulterior 
| taxation was intended, still showed that this 





|| branch of our national industry had attained a high 


| degree of importance. The aggregate of the re- 


|| turns, palpably defective as they were, amounted 
g | to $127,000,000, and were computed at near two 


| hundred millions. The total omission of returns 
| from many places, and the imperfect returns from 
| others, induced Congress to prosecute the inquiry 
| which they had commenced; and onthe 19th day 
of March, 1812, a joint resolution was passed by 
| both Houses, and approved by the President, 
| directing the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Gal- 
latin, to have the returns digested and perfected. 
|For this purpose, Mr. Gallatin employed Mr. 
| Tench Coxe, of Philadelphia, an eminent advo- 
cate for manufactures, a writer for twenty-seven 
| years in their favor, and the gentleman whose 
| opinions on this subject were lately presented by 
| Mr. Webster, at a public meeting, in a way to 
| pass them for those of Dr. Franklin. Mr. Coxe 
completed his task with greatlabor and care. He 
took two years to verify his statements, and pro- 
| duced an authentic work, from which I will now 
/read the extracts which will sustain my asser- 
tion. 

| Mr. B. then read from Mr. Coxe’s report, 
page 53 of the introduction, as follows: 


| ‘Inthe course of the numerous and diversified opera- 
| tions, oceasioned by the deliberate execution of this digest 
| and statement, constant and very close attention has been 
| applied to those facts which have occurred throughout the 
| Union since the autumn of the year 1810, from which a 
| judgment of the condition of the manufactures of the Uni- 
| ted States for the current year 1813 might be safely formed. 
| It bas resulted in a thorough conviction that, after allowing 
| for the interruptions to the importations of certain raw ma- 
| terials, the several branches of manufactures in the States, 
| Territories, and districts, have advanced, upon a medium, 


|| at the full rate of twenty per centum; which would give an 


aggregate for this year of $207,000,000."* * * * 
‘** But as it is best to make ample allowances for some mani- 
| fest repetitions of articles, which are inextricably involved 
| in the subordinate returns, a sincere and well-reflected final 
opinion is respectfully offered, that the whole people of the 
United States, taken in 1813 at eight million persons, will 
actually meke, within this year, Feat ae 000s (ex- 
clusively of the doubtful) to the full value of ,000,000.°? 


Here are two great facts stated; first, that man- 
ufactures were then actually advancing at the 
_ rate of twenty per centum per annum; secondly, 

that the actual value of manufactures then 
amounted to $200,000,000 per annum. Contem- 
| plate these facts within themselves, and the flour- 
| ishing condition of the manufacturing interest, 
‘which they announce is great and striking. 
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at March 26, 


cee. per centum of annual increase 
$200,000,000 of annual product, in a Popul a 
of eight million, is an astonishing result fe" 
young country. Compare it with other inlan 
/and with population. Population was eae 7 
creasing at the rate of three per cent. per on = 
| and required twenty-five years to double; fore’ 
commerce was only increasing at a moderate 4 
and required twenty years to advance {,,. 
$20,000,000 to $100,000,000, and is only ,. 
where it was above thirty years ago, Agrica, 
ture, though advancing steadily in its exports ;, 
the first half of our national existence, has sian 
declined in all its ancient staples. Yet manufee 
tures were already at $200,000,000 of annua! pee. 
| duct, and advancing at the rate of twent 
cent. per annum, before the protective System 
was invented—before politicians had taken jt ini) 
their heads to become their patrons! 
But Mr. Coxe does not stop at these statements 
| He makes his case still stronger by comparisop. 
| by.comparing the state of American with that of 
| English manufactures, at the nearest proximay 
point of time and amounts of population, 9. 
shows that the manufactures of England, (not 9 
Great Britain, but of England proper,) with a pop. 
ulation of eight and a halt million, and just be 
fore the formation of our Constitution, was only 
$266,000,000 !—a mere fraction beyond our ows, 
with eight million pear before the protectiys 
system was established. But hear him for him. 
self. Let him speak for himself. Let this enlic}. 
ened and distinguished champion of the canes 
deliver his own facts in his own words. At page 
53, he says: m 
“ Some,confirmation of this view of our national open. 
tions, mercantile and manufacturing, may be drawn frog 
the facts that, in the years of general peace and prosperous 
| and regular commerce—from 1785 to 1787—the average ex. 


| ports of England, (alone,) with about eight and a haif mil. 
| lion inhabitants, amounted to $70,000,000, while their nan. 


| ufactures were computed at $266,000,000.”? 





| This, Mr, President, is a most astonishing ap. 
| proximation. The English had been pushing 
| their manufactures from the time of Edward IIl., 
| full five hundred years, and had only reached the 
| product of $266,000,000 to eight and a half mil. 
| lion of population. We had been letting ours 
alone, with the advantage they possessed in their 
|; three thousand miles distance from their Euro- 
| pean rivals; in their incidental protection under 
revenue duties; in their advantages of cheap pro- 
visions, light taxes, hard money, and free action 
, under equal laws. We had been letting our man- 
_ufactures alone, with these great and real advan- 
| tages, and they were already nearly equal in 
| amount to those of England, after five hundred 
| years of governmental protection. 
| But let us continue the reading; let the witness 
/speak. At page 10 of the introduction, Mr. Coxe 
| Says: 

‘* Machinery is now in actual operation in the United 
States for printing cotton and linen cloths by engraved roil- 
ers of copper, moved by water. Ten thousand yards have 
been printed with ease in a single day, by one man and (wo 
boys, with these rollers. Fifty thousand children’s hand 
kerchiefs have been printed in the same time by the saine 
number of persons. Similar means are in constant use (or 
staining and dyeing cotton and linen cloths of one color in 


the same expeditious manner, so as to make them fit forte 
greater variety of apparel and furniture.” 


And again, from page 11 of the introduction: 
“The States of Rhode Island and Massachusetts hare 


expelled all doubts about the practicability of the cotton 
operations. With the smallest territory in the United States, 
Rhode Isiand has already attained, and introduced into her 
vicinity, a cotton branch of our manufactures as valuable 
as the cotton branch of any country in Europe was at the 
time of the formation of our Constitution. The neighboring 
States of Massachusetts and Connecticut quickly followed 
Rhode Island; and the tables which are annexed, imperfect 
as they unavoidably are, manifest the universality and mag- 
nitude of the cotton manufacture in 1810.” 

One thousand eight hundred and ten !—observe 
the date, Mr. President! Observe the date !—one 
thousand eight hundred and ten! Two years be- 
fore the war, and near seven years before the po- 
liticians took hold of the subject, the cotton man- 
ufacture was completely established in Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, and Massachusetts; as well 
established as it was in any country in Europe 
before the formation of our Constitution; a man 
and two boys could print, with ease, ten thou- 
sand yards of calico, or fifty thousand childrens 

| handkerchiefs in a day; that the success of these 
States had expelled all doubt upon the subject. 
And this was the state of the cotton manufacture 
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Thode Island, Connecticut, and Massachu- 1839. Philadelphia county and city manufac- | yet to be done for them? He makesa formal head 
in 


than the third of a century ago; and 
-’ oer twenty-five years of aid from the pro- 
oe system, we are told that this manufacture 
_ » to ruin if not further protected by enor- 
. duties and prohibitory minimums. Cer- 
movy, if this is the case, they have been injured 
ee aid, and have been held up so long that 
AB cannot stand alone. But this is not the case. 
t i manufacture was well established thirty-odd 
ears ag, and is able now, as I will show here- 
fer, to stand alone, and to contend with the cot- 
z ng of Great Britain and of Europe, not only 
= at home, but all over the world. And here, 
Mr. President, I must again advert to the date. 
The modern champions of manufactures say it 
was the war which gave birth to manufactures, 
nd that we must have high duties now to pro- 
=e what the war created; but the work of Mr. 
Coxe shows this to be agrand mistake; that this 
eat interest had taken deep and wide root be- 
fore the war, and was going on well even before 
r 1810. 
tn ys impossible to follow Mr. Coxe through a 
detailed view of the condition of each branch of 
manufactures which he presents in this volume. 
The index occupies eight pages, and the number 
of articles enumerated exceeds three hundred. 
They comprise all manner of productions, almost 
everything useful or ornamental, in the working 
of wool, wood, iron, glass, hemp, flax, leather, 
anda long list of others, all well established as 
early as the year 1810, and many before that time. 
He computes the manufactures of the three arti- 
“cles of wool, flax, and cotton alone, at $40,000,000. 
Iron he computes at $14,000,000; leather at the 
sum of $18,000,000; wood at $5,500,000; cables 
and cordage $4,250,000. Wool, he says, was in 
the most rapid state of improvement next after 
cotton. New England made fine, if not superfine, 
broadcloth above fifty years ago. President Wash- 
ington wore a suit of it, made at Jeremiah Wads- 
worth’s factory in Connecticut, when he first met 
the two Houses of Congress under the present 
Constitution. Fifty-four years ago, on the most 
august occasion in the annals of man, the most 
finished gentleman, hero, and patriot that mod- 
ern times have beheld, found Connecticut cloth 
good enough for him to wear! And now we are 
to be entertained with a belief that the manufac- 
ture of this cloth is just growing up there; that it 
has been hatched into existence by the hot incu- 
bation and meretricious embraces of politicians 
and capitalists, and is yet too feeble to stand un- 
less supported by the powerful arm of the Amer- 
ican Government ! 
I repeat it—it is impossible; time and strength 
would fail me, to undertake to follow Mr. Coxe 
through his detailed view of our manufactures in 
1810. I must take it by States, and show what 
he then said of States which are now the most 
urgent for Government protection. Thus: the 
manufactures of Massachusetts were stated at 
$21,895,000; New Hampshire; 5,250,000; Ver- 
mont at $5,500,000; Rhode Island at $4,000,000, 
with the remark that the cotton manufacture was 
there increasing at the rate of thirty-three and 
one third per centum; Connecticut at $7,750,000, 
with the remark that there were constant additions 
to the number of manufactories in that State, and 
of the capital employed in them; New York at 
$25,000,000, with the belief that it should be 
$33,000,000; New Jersey, $7,000,000; Maryland, 
$11,500,000. All this appears at page 38 of the 
lables, and shows the extraordinary growth of 
manufactures in all these States at the early pe- 
ried of 1810. But Pennsylvania was still superior | 
to all these; and to that State Mr. Coxe devoted | 
& separate table, by counties, at page 63 of the 
introduction. Forty-four million dollars is his | 
estimate of the manufactures of that State, of | 
which $16,000,000 alone were in the city and coun- 
ty of Philadelphia. His whole estimate for 1810 
is near $200,000,000; about double as much as 
the whole exported productions of agriculture are 
at this day; about double as much as the whole 
importation of foreign goods are at this day; 
about equal to the joint amount of exported agri- 
culture and foreign commerce thifty-three years 
thereafter! The whole cotton crop of the United 
States for the last year was $47,000,000. Penn- 
sylvania manufactured $44,000,000 in 1810. The 
t cotton crop ever made in =F one State in | 
a year was $15,000,000—that of Mi 





ssissippi, in 


tured $16,000,000 in 1810! || of the inquiry, and indexes it with these impres- 
Having shown this to be the flourishing con- | sive words: ‘* Promotion of manufactures—safe, 
dition and actual value of our manufactures at || cheap, benevolent, and infallible method of.’’ This 


| that early period, Mr. Coxe proceeds to the very || was written in September, 1814, in the third pre- 


| natural inquiry into the causes of the extraor- 
| dinary growth of this branch of industry in our | the inquiry, becomes eminently material. It was 
new and youthful country. He inquires into || only two years before the politicians took hold of 
these causes, and finds them in the freedom of || the subject, and came forward with their protec- 
our institutions, which permits every talent to | tive system. Surely if the further aid of Congress 
take its natural course, and foreign skill to incor- | had been wanting, Mr. Coxe (a writer for twenty- 
porate with our own; in our position, which gave || seven years in favor of manufactures) was the 
all the difference of costs and charges and mer- | man to know it! the month of September, 1814, 
| cantile profit on the foreign rival, in favor of the | was the time to find it out! and this was the place 
domestic article; in the abundance of raw ma- || in the book to tell it! Does he do so? Does he 
terials, the cheapness of provisions, the lightness || ask for Federal aid? Does he ask for high duties 
of taxes, and the incidental protection resulting | and minimums? Does he mention tariffs? Does 
from the imposition of revenue duties for the | he allude to any of these things? No, sir, no! 
support of the Government. But this is a point | None of these means of promoting manufactures 
at which the oldest advocate of manufactures | have any place in his mind, or in his book. In 
should be allowed to speak for himself; and let | the ample verge which he had left himself for the 
us hearhim. I read from pages 28, 29, 50, 59, || insertion of every salutary aid under the terms 
and 60, of the introduction: | safe, cheap, benevolent, and infallible, there was ne 


face to Mr. Coxe’s work; and the date, as well as 


raw material, for the indigo, and in a considerable degree 
for their breadstuffs.”’ ° ° m5 . ® 

** The expenses, costs, and charges of transporting cotton 
from the farms and plantations even near the coasts of the 
| United States, to the manufactories of Manchester, Glas- 
| gow, and Rouen, and the same charges upon manufactured 
goods brought from those places to houses of the planters 
and farmers in America, are equal to fifty per cent. on the 





se of Europe depend upon foreign agriculture for the || 


“The United States have some palpable and great ad- | Place for Federal protection or congressional help 
vantages over their foreign rivals in the cotton branch. | —no place for high duties and prohibitory mini- 
T 


mums! Half a dozen pages are given up to in- 
| culcating the necessity for the diffusion of skill, 

the multiplication of machinery, the adoption of 
_new improvements, the application of steam 
| power, the education of the operatives, and to the 
| cultivation of good feelings in every part of the 
| Union, but not a word about protective duties 


finer and seventy five per cent, on the coarse, heavy, and || and minimums—not a word about the tariff. In 
bulky goods of those great manufacturing towns.” \| fact, the word tariff is not mentioned in the book 


* * * * * . * * * + | : . 
** Every manand woman in the United States uncharged | —-hotoncein the whole book—not once in a quae 
6 “ a a 1 
with crime, js free of every city, town, borough, hamlet, || volume of two hundred pages, wholly occupied 
village, township, hundred, county, and enjoys the freedom | With the growth and establishment of manufac- 
| of every occupation, trade, and calling.” ‘* Foreign mas- || tures, and a special chapter devoted to the means 


ters as well as journeymen and foreign capitalists have dis- || of improvement. The nearest approach that can 
covered that the United States afford extensive opportuni- 


ties to employ themselves in manufactures, and the useful || be found to it is in the word tar, in the index, 
arts, as has been long the case in commerce, navigation, || Where it is placed for the purpose of showing 
stocks, banks, and insurance companies. The manufac- || that the tar-burners would not give in the produce 
turing branches are as open to them here, as are agriculture || of their kilns for fear of being taxed; and that, 
and the purchase of lands and houses in the most favorable || . 

States, or as they are to a native or naturalized citizen. | consequently, tar has no place in the —— 
Patented monopolies, processes, machinery and tools, en- || turns—no more than tariff has in Mr, Coxe’s 
grossed for a time by foreign invention in Europe, may, of |! book. 


course, be used here by all persons, without restraint or in- | 


jury. In this highly inventive and well instructed age, 
these opportunities, in such a country as the United States, 
often redound to the great benefit of respectable foreigners 
as well as of ourselves.*°—Pages 28, 29, 50. 

“Itis manifest to the close observer, that this state of | 
things very extensively existing, and faithfully represented, | 
has occasioned manufactures to spring up everywhere, as | 
an operation of plain common sense to effect the consump- | 
tion, employment, or sale of the products of the earth, and | 
to attain a supply of the comforts and conveniences of life. | 
2 x Pe natural and irresistible working of things.’’—Pages | 
59, 60. 

“* The facility of retaining and steadily extending this val- | 
uable branch (the manufacturing) of the nationai industry | 
is manifested by its very early and spontaneous commence- | 
ment in every county and township, and by its nearly spon- | 
taneous and costless growth, with such aids only as have not | 
occasioned any material erpense or sacrifice to agriculture 
or commerce, since they were chiefly incidental to necessary | 
revenue, or resulted from our distance from the foreign con- | 
sumers of our productions and manufactures of our sup- 

lies.” — Page 50. . ba ™ *© Such are the princi- | 
pal facts which occur to recollection, at this time, evincing 
the benefits to owners and cultivators of the soil from the | 
manufactures which have arisen unforced in the United | 
States. Their principal protection by duties is incidental. | 
Those duties were imposed to raise the necessary revenue ; 
but greatly favored the manufactures.’’—Page 29, Intro- | 
duction. 


i 


' 


Such, Mr. President, were the causes of the 
growth of manufactures among us. They grew | 
| up of themselves, without the knowledge of pol- | 
iticians, and without any aid from Federal legis- | 
lation, except the incidental assistance from the | 
imposition of revenue duties. Their growth was | 
natural —spontaneous—unforced—withoutinjury | 
to commerce or agriculture—without injury to | 
revenue—and, what is not to be forgotten, not | 
only without a word of discontent or dissatisfac- | 


they were in the North. No party feeling, or 
sectional feeling, or even individual feeling, was 





their progress, and honored their cause. 
friended them, until politicians and millionary 
capitalists converted them into a political interest 
and an engine of oppression. 

After having shown the flourishing condition 
of manufactures, and the causes of their great and 
rapid growth among us, Mr. Coxe naturally looks 
forward to the future, and inquires what more is 


|| the subject without 


| tion in any part of the Union, but with the abso- | 
| lute approbation of all. I repeat it, manufactures | ) 
were just as popular at that time in the South as || their unforced progress, of their actual magnitude, of their 


: r n || ary note. 
at that time entertained against them. All cheered t 
All be- | | the press, and under the same circumstances as parts I.and 


| I cannot quit this part of my examination of 
welling on the fact of this 
remarkable non-appearance of the word tariff in 
'such a book. The word is not in the book! A 
| writer, for twenty-seven years in favor of manu- 
| factures—issuing a quarto volume on the subject 
| —inquiring, as late as September, 1814, what 
| further was necessary to be done for his great and 
| darling object—this writer never once pronounces 
the word tariff! Yet, in two years after that time, 
politicians and millionary capitalists spread the 
term through the land; make it the watchword of 
party, the text of endless harangues, the ladder 
| of political promotion, the creed of politicians, 
| the subject of catechism to every candidate for 
| Office, from the American Presidency to the town- 
ship constable. Such is the power of party spirit 
and money—the power of a great political party, 
and a great moneyed interest, acting together for 
their joint account, and agitating the country for 
their own selfish designs. 
No, sir, Mr. Coxe could find no place under 
any one of his heads of promotion of manufac- 
tures—either that of safe, or cheap, or benevolent, 


|| or infallible—for inserting the word tariff—that 


| word which, for a quarter of a century, has been 
| tearing the peace of the country, and almost the 
| Union itself, to pieces. But he did find a place for 
|, another means of promoting and perpetuating the 
| success of this great interest, which does so much 
| honor to his patriotism, and has so strong an 
| application to our present condition, that I have 
| reserved it for a separate and final quotation. It 
| Is this: 

| Some further illustration of the great interest of the 
| United States in the general business of manufactures, of 


| sure, easy means of their execution, and of their immova- 


| ble establishment, was the principal aim of this supplement- 


It was written in the summer of the current 
year, 1814, while the original statement was issuing froin 


Il. The sole aim of the publication of the present entire 
|| work is to elncidate, unite, and promote the various inter- 
|| ests of the American family, whether agricultural, merean - 
'| tile, manufacturing, or auxiliary, in the North and the 
|| South, in the East, in the West, and in the center. No par- 
|| tial oblects, local or professional, bave influenced the pub- 
| lication. To sacrifice the rights and interests of the mer- 





chants to the exclusive benefit of the manufacturers would 
|| appear to be an unreasonable and vain attempt ; to endeavor 
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to effect a like sacrifice of the and interests of manu- 
facturers, to the exclusive benefit of the merchants, would 
seem to be equally irrational and vain; to neglect to foster, 
by all wise measures, both external and internal trade, or 
foreign commerce and home manufactures, would appear 
entirely to disregard the well-tried and certain means of ag- 
ricultural and landed prosperity, and of national.wealth and 
power.”—Page 70 of the Introduction. 


This is the last and crowning advice which 
this patriotic man gives to the manufacturers. It 
is, to cultivate good will with all; endeavor to 
sacrifice no interest; unite the whole American 
family; conciliate the North, South, East, West, 
and center. This was his last and crowning ad- 


|| be deducted from these amounts, the net profits, | 





proceeds of the year upon the capital invested ; 
and after making every allowance for expenges to 


|| especially considering that machinery is chiefly 


vice; and this was the state of things when he | 


wrote. 
ticians, and the state of things which they have 


How different from the conduct of poli- | 


brought about! And now, if I should venture a | 
piece of advice to the manufacturers—I, who have | 
always shown myself their true and disinterested | 


friend—it would be to eschew partisan politics! 


Be as ardent in politics as they please, individu- | 


ally; but, as a body, avoid the contagion of par- 


tisan politics! Of that disease died the Bank of | 


the United States ! 

I now submit, Mr. President, that I have made 
good my third assertion—that I have proved the 
successful and prosperous establishment of man- | 
ufactures long before the invention of the protec- 
tive system; and, consequently, that there is no 
necessity for continuing that system, to prevent 
them now from going to ruin. 

The census of 1810 has done us good service 
on this subject; we have hadanother census since, 
which has done us good service upon it again. 1 | 
speak of the census of 1840. One shows us what 
manufactures were; the other, what they are. | 
And though they are imperfect, from the honest | 
fear which many people had of being taxed, and | 
which made them withhold full returns, in some | 
instances, yet, as far as they go, they are correct 
and reliable. 

Manufactures were well established from Mary- 
land to Massachusetts in the year 1810. What 


are they now? Let the census of 1840 speak! || 


I have recourse to the compendium of that docu- | 
ment, printed by Blair & Rives, and quote from | 
pages 107 to 113, and from 356 to 361; and begin 


manufacture of thatState isset down at $7,082,898 
upon a capital of $4,179,850 invested, and with 
five thousand and seventy-six persons employed. 
This is at the rate of about one dollar and three 
quarters of annual product for each one dollar 
invested, and about $1,400 for each hand em- 
ployed. ‘This is the gross product, from which, 
of course, the expenses are to be deducted. De- 
ductthem. They are not great in the frugal north- | 
east—make an allowance for machinery which | 
supplies the place of the people—or merely look | 
to capital invested and product yielded—and you | 
will have an amount of profit unknown in any 
other part of the world. So much for wool; now 
for cotton. The value of this manufacture is set | 
down at $16,553,423 on a capital of $17,414,000 | 
invested, and twenty thousand nine hundred and 
twenty-eight persons employed. This is at the 
rate of about dollar for dollar for the capital, and | 
about $760 to the hand. Let us try another arti- | 
cle—that of leather. The manufactures of this | 
articles are stated at $10,553,826 of value, upon | 
a capital of $3,318,544 invested; number of per- 
sons employed not stated. The product com-| 
pared to the capital, in this case, is nearly three 
to one. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN inquired what was meant, 
by capital invested? Did it include buildings and 
ground ? 

Mr. BENTON. I read the words as I find 
therm, and have no doubt they include the build- | 
ings and the ground, as well as the machinery 
and water privileges, and all auxiliary establish- 
ments. I give the words theirlargest import; let 
them include every possible outlay; and then say 
the product is the largest that ever resulted from 
human labor in the annals of mankind. 

But to pursue the inquiries through some o‘her | 
articles in the State of Massachusetts. The man- | 
ufactures of paper are set down at $1,659,930 | 
value upon a capital of $1,082,800 invested; which 
gives a yield of $1 50 annually upon every dollar 
invested. And so on cheats an almost endless 
list of other articles, and all coming out in about 





the same way. Dollar for dollar—two dollars for || 


employed, one piece of which will do the work of | 
two hundred hands —eatimg, drinking, wearing | 


nothing, never sleeping and never tiring; when we 


consider this, I repeat, the net profits must be the | 


largest ever known in the history of human labor. 
The manufacturers have often astonished us by 


publishing accounts of ten, twelve, fifteen, seven- | 


teen, twenty per cent. divided every six months; 
and great as these dividends were, it is certain 


they were only a part of the profits. Large sur- | 


poe were left to be divided in the lump on some 
appy day, or to be invested in new works. 
They could not venture to divulge the whole ex- 
tent of their real profits, for fear of producing too 
many rivals. / 
Compare the proceeds of agriculture with these 
proceeds of manufactures. Does the farmer get 
one, two, or three hundred, per cent. annually 
upon the amount of his capital invested? are his 
gross proceeds the equal, the double, and the 
treble of his capital invested ? his lands, houses, 
slaves, cattle, implements? I thank the Senator 
from Kentucky {Mr. Crirrenpen] for his ques- 
tion. He has put the right question, and brings 
out a fair comparison—the whole inst the 
whole! Take the whole investment of the farm- 


| er, or the planter, against the whole investment 


of the manufacturer, and compare gross proceeds 
with gross proceeds. I have no means of ascer- 
taining net profits, and that depends more upon 
the manager than the subject; take the gross 
against the gross, and let the planterand the farm- 
eranswer. Can he give youthe third or the quar- 
ter, instead of the double or the treble? Can he 
even give you ten or fifteen per cent., instead of 
one, two, and three hundred percent.? No, sir; 
he cannot! and yet this farmer and this planter 


is to be taxed in every necessary and in every | 


comfort of his life to swell still higher and to per- 
petuate still longer the enormous and exorbitant 
profits of a class who are advancing to princely 
wealth, while they themselves can hardly con- 


_trive to make the two ends of the year meet. 
with the State of Massachusetts. The woolen || Besides the great articles worthy of separate | 
consideration which I have named, and which || 
‘are specifically enumerated, I find, at page 361,a _ 


' column of non-enumerated articles, a sort of mis- 


cellaneous collection of small items, not worthy 
of specific enumeration. These anonymous art- 
cles, I suppose, constitute what is known by the 
name of ** notions,’’ and seem to be as profitable 
an investment asthe rest. The Massachusetts 
report of them stands at $6,560,234 value pro- 


| duced, for $3,287,986 invested, which is about 


two for one. Rhode Island stands at $1,658,193 
upon $820,450 invested, which is about the same 
rate. Connecticut stands at $2,266,994, upon an 
investment of $1,254,576, which is still coming 


up pretty nearly to the same mark. The whole | 


value of these ‘ notions’? in New England is 
about $6,000,000—about equal to the flour export 


of the whole United States—with a gross product | 


of two to one upon the capital invested in their 
production; yet the wheat growers must be taxed 
for the making of them, as well as taxed by their 
purchase. 

It is impossible to follow these tables through 
the hundreds of articles of manufactures which 


they present, and through all the States, from 


Maryland to Massachusetts, where they are 


| chiefly carried on. The compendium is in every 


| to the cattle that pursue him for salt. 


Senator’s hands; and each one can pursue the 


_ inquiry for himself. Would to God that one was 


in the hands of every citizen of the Great West, 
that he might see how many thousand times 


| better off than himself is the miilionary capital- | 


ist, for whose further enrichment he is grievously 
and daily taxed in all the comforts and neces- 
saries of life, and through all the divisions of his 
household; from his wife, children, and servants, 
I cannot 

ursue the table through nine States, and the 
were wl of articles in each of these States, which 
show the present State of manufactures among 
them; but I have made an extract of what relates 
to wool and cotton—the amount produced, and 
the amount invested in each, and here present it 
as a specimen of the whole. It will be seen that 
the product is generally at the rate of dollar for 


ee eee a ——— 
|| the table, leaving out Massachusetts . 
have already spoken: ,» of Which | 


- — 


WOOL. cortox, 
tates. | | —™ 
Product. | Capital. | Product. | Ca “A 
1 gt in lle laa pital, 
| Rhode Island..| $842,172 | $685,350|$7.116.79 
| Connecticut...) 2,494,313 | 1,931,335 so Tis uo yea 
| Vermont ..... 1,331,000 | 1,406,950) But little, > 
New York. .,.| 3537-337 | 3,469,349] 3,640.937| 4.99 
| New Jersey...| “440,710 | '314,650] 2/086;104) }/my.% 
Pennsylvania... 2,319,061 | 1,510,546] 5,013'207| g'3s" 


wt 


. 





|, Delaware.....| But lite. - 332,272; ‘339° 

| Maryland..... | Little. - 1,150,580 Ln 
| The census returns of 1840, though ample jg 
| details, are deficient in a table of ag 


regat 
|| States. The census returns of 1810, as igen) 


|| and completed by Mr. Tench Coxe, containe 
| such a table for that year. It is to be regres, 
: ed 
| that the returns of 1840 do not contain a simijy 
|| one; they would give us the comparative view of 
|| the manufactures of the two periods, and shoy 
|| us how much they had advanced in thirty year 
| 1 would have made the table myself, and pp. 
|| sented it in comparison with that of Mr. Coy. 
|, but many of the articles being returned by quan. 
|| tities, without values annexed, the labor of hyp. 
|| ing out these values in prices-current, and they 
| calculating the whole, was too much for my time, 
|| Thus, the article of iron is carried out in tons— 
| 286,903 tons of cast, and 197,233 tons of bar, being 
| returned as the annual product of the whole Union, 
The product of the fisheries is returned in quin 
|| tals, ae hundred and twelve pounds, ) and barrels 
}| for the fish, and gallons for the oil. Thus, 773,947 
{| ae of dried fish; 472,539 barrels of pickled 
i sh; 4,764,708 gallons spermaceti oil; 7,536,773 
|, gallons of other oil; while the article of whale. 
|| bone, and some other minor items of the fisheries, 
are alone returned in value; and this part amounts 
| to the sum of $1,153,234; and all this upon acap. 
ital of $16,429,620 invested in these fisheries. The 
annual gross product of this capital is probably 
| dollar for dollar; yet the western farmers, who 
| are getting but ten or twelve per cent. upon their 
_ investments, must be taxed seventy-five per cent, 
|| on Liverpool salt, one hundred per cent. on Turk's 
Island, and nearly two hundred on Mediterranean 
salt, to give the fisheries a pretext for drawing of 
illegally and unduly about $350,000 of fishing boun- 
| ties and allowances annually from the Treasury, 
|| under the assumption of a drawback of the amount 
| of duty paid on the salt exported on the exported fish; 
|| when the fact is, that they get the drawback on 
‘| all the fish consumed in the country, as well as 
| on the exported part; and, besides that, use much 
domestic salt, which has paid no duty at all; and 
'| are getting the bounty at the old rate of twenty 
|| cents a bushel on salt, while the duty now is re 
|| dued to eight cents ! 
|| Not having an aggregate of manufactures, by 
|| States, for 1840, in the census of that year, | am 
|| driven to other sources, and to conjecture, to form 
| an opinion of it. Looking to these other sources, 
| and [ find in our Congress library a return of the 
manufactures of Massachusetts for the year begin- 
| ning the Ist April, 1836, and ending the Ist Apri, 
| 1837, in which both the details and the aggregate 
| of that great branch of industry for that State are 
fully and carefully given. The report was maée 
|| under the orders of the Legislature, and published 
|| by its authority, and may be relied upon as cor- 
‘| rect. ‘The value of the year is made upon the 
|| average of the five preceding years; so that th 
| time of the product reported refers itself to the 
|| years 1834-’35. This report, thus made up, and 
|| after leaving out $6,853,248 of ship-building, 
| gives $86,282,616 as the product of a single years 
manufacturing industry of that State. This 3s 
an enormous sum. Carried forward from the 
time to which it refers (1834-'35) to the year 
| 1840, which is the proper point of contemplation 
and comparison, and the amount cannot be less 
| than $100,000,000! What a stupendous produc: 
| tion for a population of seven hundred and thirty- 
seven thousand six hundred and ninety-nine 
|| souls, and a territory of eight thousand square 
|| miles, and which has but two native articles of 
} export—ice and stone! Why, sir, itexceedsthe 
|| agricultural export of the whole Union; it exceeds 
|| the foreign trade of the whole Union; and if the 
| rest of the Union was in proportion to Masse- 
| chusetts,the manufacturing industry of the whole 








one, and sometimes three for one—are the usual || dollar, and sometimes the double of it. This is || would now be$1,000,000,000. Taking Massachu- 


» CONtained 
€ regrette4 
IN @ Similar 
IVe View of 
» and shoy 
nItY Years, 
f, and pp. 
Mr. Coxe: 


d by quan. 


t, and then 
Or my time, 

t In tons— 
f bar, being 
hole Union, 
ed in quin- 
) and barrels 
1us, 773,947 
8 of pickled 
1; 7,536,778 
e of whale. 
he fisheries, 
art amounts 
upon acap. 
heries, The 
is probably 
rmers, who 
» UPON their 
ve per cent, 
t.on Turk's 
-diterranean 
drawing of 
shing boun- 
e Treasury, 
f the amount 
exported fish; 
lrawback on 
r, as well as 
at, use much 
y at all; and 
e of twenty 
y now is ré@ 


factures, by 
t year, lam 
ure, to form 
her sources, 
eturn of the 
2 year begin- 
he Ist Apri, 
1é aggregate 
hat State are 
rt was made 
id published 
pon as cor 
e upon the 
so that the 
itself to the 
ade up, and 
rip-building, 
single year's 
te. This is 
rd from the 
to the year 
»ntemplation 
not be less 
ous produc: 
d and thirty- 
ninety-nine 
sand square 
e articles of 
exceeds the 
n; itexceeds 
; and if the 
to Massa- 
of the whole 
» Massachu- 


PRINT 


gsrn Co 


getts as the 
Thus, '0 1g 
was $21, 
thirty ye® 
Union woe 
have not in 
¢400,000,0 
hundred m 
but let us 
about whic 
the head 
country, & 
manufactul 
five-fold in 
riculture at 
time! The 
day answeé 
population 
territory b 
doubled, @ 
which con 
—the gree 
commerce 
years ago 
and the m 
ufacturing 
like a ba 
Manufa 
js anothe 
sively a8 
documen 
published 
among Ot 
exportati 
amount & 
the facto 
ity to con 
well asa 
amounte 
sixty var 
amounte 
pig, bar 
These art! 
ico, Sout 
to conten 
costs for 
articles 0 
do this all 
tection fi 
and proh 
worn at 
it is wor 
which is 
States, td 
duty, w 
South f 
And so ¢ 
ture of 
Coxe ha 
export 0 
than the 
excepte 
flour, s¢ 
case, Ca 
protecti¢ 
Man 
to a larg 
people, 
home t 
their pa 
bor ag 
country 
cessary 
you no 
name? 
Yes! 
object, 
his gen 
Spor Pp (] 
nifi eT 
stead ¢ 
dear 
ordin i 
more g 
Vi 
prot 


n eed yes 


\ 





a 


